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Conservation Provisions of file 1996 Farm Bill

The conservation Incentives Program) and enrollment cap of 975,000
provisions of the new 1996 the Wildlife Habitat acres is established, and
Farm Bill show a continued Incentives Program. additional changes in the
congressional commitment program will help
to improved water quality The CRP, which landowners work toward a
andwetlandconservation, encouragestheprotection goalof "no-net-loss"of
More specifically,thenew ofhighlyerodiblcand wetlands.Effective
Farm Billrcauthorizes environmentallysensitive October1,1996,theWRP
popular programs such as lands, is extended through will also target the
the Conservation Reserve the year 2002. Under the enrollment of one-third of
Program (CRP), the newBill, anyone who the total program acres in
Wetlands Reserve Program entered into a contract •. permanent easements, one-
(WRP), the Forestry before 1995 will be allowed third in 30-year easements,
Incentives Program (FIP), to terminate contracts on and one-third in restoration
and the Resource certain acres after giving only cost-share agreements
Conservation and "" written notice. Lands with (in the past, all easements
Development Program high environmental values purchased in Louisiana
(R,C&D). Additionally, may not be eligible for have been perpetual
the Bill creates the early release, easements). Additionally,
Environmental Quality no new permanent
Incentives Program (EQIP) The WRP, which (perpetual) easements may
(combining the functions of encourages voluntary be enrolled until at least
the Agricultural wetland restoration actions 75,000 acres of temporary
Conservation Program and through the purchase of easements have been
the Water Quality conservation easements entered into the program.

from private landowners, is
also reauthorized through The EQIP is to be
the year 2002. An funded at $130 million for
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