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Wetland Reserve Program ("1 Video 

As reported carlier, 
Louisiana farmersflandownem 
have shown great interest in 
the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture's WetIands 
ResemProgtam. Infact, 
huisiana has led the natidn 
in two of the three sign-ups 

' held thus far. Interat in 
Inuisiaaa has heaviiy 
outlasted available fundin& 
with many potential 

em1 farmland when . 

additional sign-ups are held. 
In mcst c8ses land Wing 
enrolled in WRP is marginal 
farmland often prone to 
floodiag Most of this land 
was de a d  for agricultural 
use when commodity prices 
(primarily soybeans) were at 
record levels in the 197Os, 
prices not achieved since. 

'Ihe WRP is a wluntary 
program that alkm 

F&"Apxe =m e ~ o  0 ts 

authorized Farm Bill, a new 
educational video has been 
produced by the buisiana 
Cooperative Extension 

Forests: The Wetlands 
R e s e m P r ~ p n ~ "  Funding 
for the video project was 
largely provided by the U S  
Environmental Ratedon 
Agency (EPA) Region 6 
O€FkeinDdas,Texas. This 
video was filmed entirely in 
Louisiana with the help of 
the Natural Resiources 
Cowrvation Service 
mCS) and several county 
agents statewide. The video 
briefly descn'bes tbe goals 
and specifics of the WRP 
and should be well re&ved 
by a variety of audiences 
including, but not limited to 
interested tandowners or 
kmers, farm organizations, 
dvic groups and high school 
students. 

For n bee mpy of thts 
new WRP educational 
video, contad the 
ZmMana coolpemt~vo 
Entension service office @ 
your parlsb, 

servioe titled, "Farms to 
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huisiana Wetland Plant Producers Association (LWPPA) 
Conference and Annual Meethg Set 

B recent year% the 
planting of wetland 
vegetation to help &tern 
oosstal emion has become a 
very effective wetland 
restoration-related option in 
Louisiana 'lbisbasledtoa 
budding aew industry 
involved in the production 
and planting of cultured 
wetland plants materiais 
awtwide. Currently, at feast 
6% howa oommercid 
wetland plant producers 
operate in Louisiana, d 
their numbers are growing. 
Additionally, technicel 
support fur this new industry 
k being provided by 
the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service 
(ma), p r e v 5 0 d y - b m  E1s 

tbe Soil f i n s e m h n  
Service, with the opening of 
a new wetland P h t  
Materials Ccnter (PMC) in 
Golden Meadow, (Lafomhe 
Parish) in 1992. 'Ibis PMC is 
dweloping aew varieties of 
native wetlaad vegetation fur 
use in coastal restoration 
p r o i w  
h BL1 effort to improye 

ofwedand plant6 lllvail&k 
both the quality and quantity 

for wetland restoration 
projects, the Louisiana 
Wetland Plant Producers 
Association (LWPPA) has 

buisian& 
been ofially organized in 

wetland restoration h h i n g  
qe&&e-pw&g& 

To expand interest in 

LWPPA will spowr a half- 
day educational meeting 
w?kh will pintly serve as tbe 
Associstion's annual meeting 
for 19%. The meeting is 
April 16 at tbe ISU 
Agricultural Center building 
(Ram 214 Eferson Hall) 
beghhg at 1 p-m. Toph 

for wwdy vegetative seedings 
ia wetland restoration 
atsitewide, 2) new 
dmehpments in tisue 
culture, hydnplmting and 
biotechnohgy, 3) wetland 
plant grower certification 
props&, 4) oedfica tion of 
Louisiana wetland plant 
materials, 5) interstate 
impoWexport of wetIand 
p h t  Gat&& aZc?-S~-'h 

include 1) the growing need 
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future of wetland vegetative 
planting projects in 
Louisiana Additionally, a 
short LWPPA annual 
meeting will be held nt the 
end of the program. 
Immediateiy after the mual 
meeting, the LWPPA will 
also sponsor a SociaUcrawhh 
boil at the 4-H mini-farm 
hated across from Parker 
Cbkum. Theregistration 
fee for the meeting and 
supper will be $10 for non- 
members and free for paid- 
up membem 

Two classes of 
membership in the 
Association are available: 1) 
Producer Members fSl00 Der 
&- This class is open to 

the production, cuJtivation 
and sale of plant stock 
Producer members must also 

and have been active in a 
commercial nursery business 
for at least one year before 

people/businesses invoh.ed in 

k ~tak iimi3-a 

tapprying for membership (a 
statement of business 
activities must be submitted 
witb membership 
application). Gene& 

Tbis class is open to anwne 
ipterested in promoting 
wetland restoration through 
the use vegetative plantinp. 
This includes the study, 
management, restoration or 
regularion of wetlands; or aay 
persons h h z d  in other 

including, but not limited to, 
mearch, education or in a 
pvemment department, 
agency or university. 

Anyone interested in 
leatning about this exciting 
new industry and tbe use of 
wgetative plantinp in 
ooastalhvetlmd restoration 
should attend tbe April 16 

d m  can also be paid at the 
meeting. Rememkr, 
membership includes €ree 

M-1- 

wetl~d-related d t h  

a n d  g=l+syp 

registration for the meeting 
and supper. 

In order to know baw 
much food to prepare, 
everyone planning to attend 
is asked to pre-register no 
later than ,&ril’12 Please 
notify my office by the 
deadline if you plan to 
attend. My address is: f.0. 
Box 25100, Baton Rouge, LA 
70854-5100, FAX No. 504- 
38&2478). 

For more information 
about the Association or the 
upeoming aMual meeting, 
please feel free to call any of 
the board member abow, or 
Paul coreil, wetland 
speEialist with the LSU 
Agricultural Center’s 
buisiana Cooperative 
Extension Semk (ph. 504- 
38&2266), or Mike Mateme, 
plant materials speciakt with 
t!X N 8 t - d  R%otitceE 
Conservation Service @h. 
504 389-0335), 

Study of Coastal Landowners’ Perceptions Completed 

. To learn more about coastal landowners’ perceptions related to wetland regulatory policy, 
ecommic outlook of wetland menhip, a d  key wetland landowner issues and comxms, a 
descriptive study was conducted in 1995 by Paul coteil and funded by the LSU Agricdtural 
Center’s Lcouisiana Cooperative Extearrion sentiae using a mailed swvey study k i p  Coastal 
wetland landomrers’ peroeptions in three Louisiana coastal parishes (Cameron, Terrebonne and 
St. Bernard) were awssed, and comparisons were made 
1WSfM acres and large = 2500 acm or more). The uverall response rate for the rtdy was 
appmimatefy 60% (n=zos). 

parish and by land Bize p u p  (small = 

Study oonclusioas &ed the foUowing landowner perceptions: 
1) The federal Section 404 wetland permitting program and the state Coastal Use Permitting 

ppam are perceived as less th8n adequate 



3) The Natural Resouroea conseivation Service P c S )  (formerly the Soil Conservation 
Senrice) is perceived to be the federal agency most feceptive toward private landowners' 
goals and objecth, and the agency landormen kf ahodd be rapnsibJe fur makin# 
wetland determinations and wetland permitting 

4) When considering landowner.oriented gwernment mistance pmgrama, tax breab and 
direct wastat testaration funding are favored over outright government purchase of 
~ t h &  

5) coastwide, tittle income is earned born surface w e  @mthg, fishing, trapping, CCO- 
tourism, farming and ranching, etc.) of coastal wetlands. 

6) Coastal laadownen plan to maintain ownership of their wetlands in the future. 

7)  The uveraII quality of mastaiwellaads is perceived to be somewhat poor. 

8) Landowners support the location of a whge botb in the parish where wetlands afe owned 
and sdjacmt to heir wetlands. 

9) Curtent wetland regulatory palicy in tbe US. is perceived to be approaching a ?a.kinp* 
under the 5th Amendment of the Cbnstitution. 

10) "he two most important bus fhcing private ooastal landowners are (1) private property 
rights and (2) coastal erclsioa 

Based on the findings autlined above, the foliowing recommendations were made. 

1. Federal and state wetland regulatory programs should be modified to address the lais than 
adequate perceptions held by Louisiana austal landowaera 

3. NRCS should be designated as the primary federal agency nspomble for making wedand 
determinations on piivate coastal wetlands. 

4. Future o o ~ s t d  Iandownersriented government assismce programs should focus on 
providing (I) tax breaks and (2) prwision of direct wetland restoration fuading. 

7, Wetland policy in huisiana should direct@ address concerns d a t e d  with tbe loss of 
private property rights and awtal cr'0QjQ1~ 

Anyone wanting to receive a more detailed summary of thh otuay should amtact my office. in 
&€on Rouge. 
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Freshwater Diversion Projects Along the Mississippi River 

Freshwater diversion projects have been 
and wiil continue to be an important part of 
the restoration of Louisiana's erodiig coast 
Before the leveeing of tbe Mississippi River, 
much of buisiane's mastaI marshes were 
built by sediment-ncb deposits h m  a then 
fke-flowhg river* After several very 
damaging floods in the late 18oaf and earty 
19oos, the River w86 leveed and large@ 
amtrolled by the U.S. Army Corps ol 
Engineers. Many scientists believe true 
resturatiun of tbe coast CBP take place 
(es@dly in southeast buisiana) only 
througb controlled sediment and freshwater 
diversion projects that mimic the land 
building processes of the Mississippi River 
&at have occurred over tbe past 109W 
years. Although ef€&e, diversion pmjects 
can change mash salinities and displace 
saltwater finfish and aheilfish. The 
alternative, bowever, may he reduced 
fisheries habitat and reduced &beria 
pducxivity in the future. 'Ibe long-term 
goal, therefore, is stable coastal wetland 
babitats and sustainable fsherh and wildlife 
productivity - a goal that will require direct 
actions such as sedimenttfreshwater diversion 
projects which will lead to some changes. 

Many people often ask bow many 
freshwater diversion projects are currently 
operating along the lower Mississippi River. 
Below i a list of bth operating pmjects and 
uncompleted approved projedx 

O_Derathg,,piec$L 

- Frdwater niphon st West Puhk a 
la Hache (nmximum discbarge rate of 
2,144 cubic feet per m n d  (CES)); 
Operated by tbe P l a q u e h  Parish 
Goveanmeat 

- Freshwater siphon at bReussite 
(maximum discharge rate of 2,150 
ch); Operated by tbe Plaquemints 
Parish Government 

Freshwater siphon at White's Ditch 
(maximum discharge rate of 250 cfs); 
Operated by the PIaquemines Parish 
Government 

Freshwater siphon at Violet 
(maximum discharge rate of 500 &); 
Operated by the St. Bernard Parish 
Gwvernment 

Bapu b o q u e  h h w a t e r  diversion 
structure (meximum discharge nte - 
structure # 1 = 4,000 C€q structure # 
2 = 4,000 cfs); Operated by the 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and 
Fuheries 

Caernarvon kshwater divenion 
s t n r t u r e  (maximum discharge rate of 
8,m cfs); Operated by the Lnuisians 
Department o€ Natural Resourus 
@W 

- Davis Pond h h w a t e r  diversion 
structure (maximum discbarge rate of 
10,500 &); Operated by DNR 

- Bonnet Cane freshwater diversion 
project ( m h u m  discharge rate of 
30,oOO &); Operated by DNR 

Within the last two years there have been 
preliminmy discussioos mmxm.ing the 
pmsible reapening of the Mississippi River 
into Bapu Lafourcbe for both 6reshwater 
iatroduction into deteriorating wetlands and 
increased dreshwater drinking wate-r 
mailability. This proposal is b e i i  
investigated, apd a hnal deckion has not 
been madc. 
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1996 National Biological Service Training Workshops 

The National BioIogical Service and the US. Geological Survey of the Department of Interior 
are presenting a series of workshops penairing to habitat mapping, photo-interpretation, remote 
sensing and Geographical Information $terns (GIs), The workshops are part of an effort to 
exchange information and provide a m  to technologies developed at the Southern Science 
Center (formerly the National Wetlands Reseaxch Center) for enhancement of natural resource 
surveying. The workshops are available to the general public, educators, local government 
ofticials, and state and federal age& 

Most of the workshop will last three days. No previous experience in any of the topics listed 
atKrve will be required Appropriate handouts, pbotm, maps and other fom of needed materials 

be p d d d  b @C@Mk 

Here are workshops p l d  for 1996: 

- ,March 5-7 IntroductiOn to tbe Federal Geographic Data Committee's (FGDC's) 
MappingGIs Stmdarcb (Southern %ience Center, Mkyette) 

- JAav 21-22 Introduction to Nahnal Wetlands classificetion System (Wbarbn Hall, 
USL, Lafayew) 

Aumt 14-16 Introduction to Desktop Geographic Infonnatioa-System (01s) for Natural 
RescJurces (Southern Science Center, Lefayette) 

- Sentember 10-12 Statistical Analjsiis System (SAS) Fundamentals for Bblogical Sciences 
(Southern ?Meme Center, Wayette) 

- October 23-25 Introduction to Wetland Remote Sensing and Mapping (Wharton Hall, 
USL, Iafayette) 

Anyono interested in participating in any of the above workshops should contact Pat O'Neil at 
the NBS Southern Science Center in hfayette by calling (318) 266 - 8699 or FAX (318) 266 - 
m. 
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Wetland Training Workshops/Courses Offered by M U  

Because of continued high interest, the L S W  Wetland Biogeochemistry Institute will again 
offer 8 WetIand Debeation Training Workshop, May 6-10. 'Ibe U.S. Army Cbrps of Engineers 
ia now shifting much o€ its wedand deheation duties to tbe p&te sector through the 
establishment of a soon-t&e established Certified Wetland Debtor  Pmgrm To become a 
Certified Wetland Delineator, a person will have to have successfully completed a 1987 C3rps of 
Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual training workshop in addition to sucoessfully mastering a 
COE written and,field test 

n o  new wetland-related comes that may be of interest to natural tesource professionals are 
also offered by the Wetland Institute h 19% A Wedand Plant Identi6cation Course will be 
offered July 15-18, and 8 Hydric Sob Identification Course will be offered May 13-15. 

Anyone interested in getting more information abut  the above workshop/courses c811 contact 
my office in Baton Rouge or call Karen GKS at the L S W  Wetlands Institute at (504) 388 - 8806. 

Coastal Nonpoint Pollution Control Program Update 

In mid-November, the Department of 
Natural R e s o w  @NR) and the 
Department of Environmental Quality @EQ) 
jointly submitted the Coastal Nonpoint 
Pollution Control Program (CNPCP) review 
document to the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and the 
32wiircmngnt.d , B 1 Y ? ~ - k i  & e n s  @PA). At 
this time, NOAA and EPA ax reviewing the 
pmped document for conditional approval. 

document include: 
Some of the key elements of the submitted 

BOUNDARY - 'Ihe rubmitted state p h  
recommends that the existing state coastal 
zone boundary b used for the CNPCP. 
PRACCICES - S-c Best Management 
Fkact*txs (BMPs) for agriculture have not 
been agreed upon. Tbe matching of BMPS 
to Coastal Zone Act Re-authorization 
Amendment management measwes mut  
be completed later. 

Specisc g w l s / d e s t o n w W  that 
delineate a structured a p p d  to 
implementation d the program in coastal 
Louisiana have not been oompleted by the 
CNPCP subcommittac. 
J3UFORCEl4.E LE MECHANI: SMS - 
Originally, EPA and NOAA guidanoe 
required that s t a t a  include back-up 

MLEMENTATION STRATEGY - 

edoroement provisions assure that BMPs 
were implemented Enforceable 
mechanisms, hawever, were not included in 
tbe document submitted. Voluntary 
approaches were recommended. 
WMORANDA OF AGREEMENT -All 
draft MOAs with state agencies and 
ktitutiom gart'cipat@n in the CNfCp 
impkmentation were kcluded h m  the 
dacument 

document recommeaded an adusion for 
forestry h m  the CNPCP provisions. 
CLEAN WATER ACT RE- 
JWI'HORIZATION - Several CWA re 
authorization bills have been introduced 
Congress. nose that mnsolidate nonpoint 
pollution programs under W o n  319 of 
the Act, dow them to remain voluntary 
and delegate them to the states seem to 
have the most support No final 
agreement on CWA re-authorization, 
however,hasbeenreeched 

Y EXCLUSION - The 

For more information about Louisiana 
C W C P  or ta obtain a wpy of Louisiana's 
document submitted to NOAA and EPA, 
amtact the huisiana Department of Natural 
Resources at (504) 342 - 7591. 
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Environmental State of the State Conference Set far June 

Tbe hr Ewironmental State of tbe State Cbnference, sponsored by the Environmental 
Research Comrtium of Louisiana (ERCLA), is set for June 78, on the LSU Campus in Baton 
Rouge. Currently, the eight members of the &mrtium include Freeport-McMoRan Audubon 
Species Survival Center, LSU Medical Center's Stanley S. Scott Cancer Center, The Nature 
Conservancy of tnuisiana, LSU Institute for Reqclable Materials, Audubon Institute office of 
Environmental Policy, Lopla University Environmental &munications, Freeport-McMoRan 
Center for Environmental Modeling at UNO aud Tulaneflcavier Center for Bioenviranmental 
Research The goal of the mnfemnce sponsm is to improve the environment of buisiaaa 
thtough further lmowledge, understanding and conservation 

- Property fights - Dr. Paul Coreil, h i a t e  Specialist (Wetlands), ISU Agricultural 
Center's buisiana Cooperative htension Serviae 

- Water Quality - B. Nancy Rabalais, Associate Pmfesor, LA Universities hkine 
Consortium 

- Air Quality - Dr, Michael D. McDaniel, Vice-President gt Operations Manager, 
wuodwd-q& Assaciates 

Speakers for each topic session will give a mlilti-fiiiipiaive ~ ~ ~ I G S V  of each issue, and panek 
of recognized experts will participate in pane1 dimssions after each avenliew presentation. 
Questions h m  tbe audience wlu also be allowed, Pogters and &%its are aIso requested. 

For more infannation a b u t  the conference, contact Sarah Jones, ESOS conference, P.O. BQX 
4327, N ~ w  Orleans, LA 70178-4327 @bone - 504-565-3822). 

For more information abut any topic t3saued h'this newstetter, or to obtain wetland or 
ooastal murce-related educational information, contact your parish Louisiaea COoperetiVe 
]Extension Service ofEk 


