
.

CC-73 (LOUISIANA CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF 1973 has begun dissecting

and analyzing the longest and most cumbersome constitution in the nation.

LCL will stay close to the Natural Resources and Environmental Committee -

th 18 member group studying the future constitutional principles of re-

source management policies.

The Resources Committee will review public lands and minerals, wateT

resources, wildlife, environmental and recreational Concerns, agriculture

and other topics. State agency officials, interest group heads, and citi-

zens are stating their views before the Committee. The professional staff
is swamped with ideas and arguments about what the new constitution should
include.

Whether state owned waterbottoms can be reclaimed and sold to pri-

vate individuals is an issue facing this Committee. The current constitu-

tion permits such activities (see LCL No. 4 discussing this problem in de-

tail). In a recent talk before that committee, LCL editor Marc J. Hersh-

man proposed that state owned waterbottoms be permitted to be reclaimed

only as _ublic projects done strictly for _ublic purposes, not for purposes
of sale to private individuals. In amplifying his remarks, Hershman fur-

ther developed the idea of a "resource management policy". Such a policy
would recognize that resources are finite and scarce and that the interest

of future generations must be considered in current resource management

policy. He felt that any one resource use should be compatible with all

other uses and not detract from a policy of preserving resources for
future generations. He stressed that the environmental factors which

sustain the renewability of a resource should be protected to the maximum

extent possible. Hershman also suggested that conservation agencies,

those primarily concerned with preserving or protecting the environment,

be separated administrativel_ from the exploitation and promotion agencies,
those whose mission is to exploit and extract resources. In effect, he

suggested a checks and balances system between conservation and exploita-
tion agencies similar to the checks and balances between executive,

legislative and Judicial branches of government.
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