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NEW FISHERIES LAWS

The following bills were passed by the Regular Session of the 1995 Louisiana
Legislature and will go into effect August 15 (unless otherwise noted). If you would like
more information on these new laws, call me at my office in Marrero.

Senate Bill 94 (Act 956) - Brinkhaus
Allows bowflshing during daylight hours for freshwater gamefish between June 1

and the last clay in February except in trophy or quality bass lakes, border lakes subject
to reciprocal management agreements with the bordering stats and the waters of the
Lake Verret watershed and the Atchafalaya Basin. Sets limitsof 2 each on largemouth
bass, spotted bass, white bass, yellow bass and stripped bass, 5 on crappie (sac-a-lait)
and 10 on bream.

Senate Bill 409 (Act 509) - Foster
Outlaws night shrimping in most of the waters of Vermillion, East and West Cote

Blanche and Atchafalaya Bays. Effective immediately.

Senate Bill 427 (Act 72) - Ullo and Hainkel
Authorizes the Jefferson Parish Council to establish a law that limitsvessel wakes to 15
inches at a distance of 25 from the vessel in waterways within or next to the Jean Lafltte
National Park.

Senate Bill 463 (Act 514) - McPherson
Requires the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to review every two years, costs

and expenses associated with all fees, licenses, and permits and make recommendations
for changes. .
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Senate Bill 757 (Act 462) - McPherson & others
Prohibitsthe DepartmentofWildlifeand Fisheriesfrom sellinga gear licenseto the

residentof any state which does not allow that gear in their state. Also providesthat
effective May 1, 1995, the Department of Wildlifeand Fisheriesmay only issue gear
licenses(saltwater)for gillnets, trammelnets, strikenetsand seinesto people who held
such a licensein two of the years 1992, 1993, and 1994.

Senate Bill 934 (Act 89) - Cain & others
Creates a 3-day basic nonresidentspor_ishinglicensefor $10.00

Senate Bill 1237 (Act 1304) - Brinkhaus & others
Creates the "Oyster Lease Damage EvaluationBoard"to establisha systemof

compensation for damage to oyster leaseholdersby oil and gas exploration and
productionactivities.

Senate Bill 1375 (Act 543) - Greene & others
Acids two wild crawfish fishermen to the LouisianaCrawfish Promotion and

Research Board. Transfers controlof wildcrawfish harvestersfrom the Department of
Agricultureand Forestryto the Departmentof Wildlifeand Fisheries. Requiresthat wild
crawfish harvestersmust buy$25 gear licenseto use crawfishtraps. Places a minimum
mesh size on crawfish traps of 3/4-inch and limitsthe openingof crawfish trap fluesto
2 inches.

House Bill 42 (Act 550) - Long
Requiresall nets used in Black, Clear and PrairieLakesto be tagged with the

fisherman'sname, address,and fishinglicensenumber.

House Bill 235 (Act 197) - Salter & others
Allowspeoplewhohave artificialarms or legsor permanentbraces inorder to get

aroundto receivefree sport fishinglicenses.

House Bill 236 (Act 117) - Salter & others
Allowsthe Wildlifeand FisheriesCommissionto enter intoagreementswithTexas

on special fishinglicensesand fees for ToledoBend and Caddo Lake.

House Bill 254 (Act 751) - Stelly & others
Allowsrecreationalfishingandhuntinglicensesto be suspendedfor failureto pay

childsupport.

House Bill 256 (Act 118) - Hopkins
Increasesthe legallimitfor yo-yo'sand triggerdeviceson Caddo Lake from 12to

24. Outlawsleavingthem unattendedexceptfor the periodbetween1/2 hourafterofficial
sunset until2 hoursafter officialsunrise.



House Bill 259 (Act 119) - Montgomery & others
Allowsfacilitiesthat handle mentallyretardedpeople to apply for e permit to allow

those people to fish under theirsupervisionwithouta license. Effectiveimmediately.

House Bill 260 (Act 120) - Roach
Requiresthe Department of Health and Hospitalsto report the results of testing of

oysters in Calcasieu Lake at least 45 days before oyster season opens. Effective
immediately.

House Bill 277 (Act 200) - Riddle
Allowsthe commercial harvestof bowfin (choupique)inAvoyelles,Terrebonne and

Tangipahoa parishes year round.

House Bill 356 (Act 660) - Salter & others
Allowsthe purchase of sport fishingand hunting licenseswithcredit cards and by

telephone over a "900" line.

House Bill 491 (Act 1029) Long & others
AllowsLouisianaresidentswho are totallyand permanentlydisabledand receiving

social securitydisability benefitsto buy a basic sport fishinglicense for $2.50 and a
saltwater license for $2.50.

House Bill 576 (Act 137) - Salter
Providesthat a person cannot havecivilwildlifepenaltiesplaced on himforan act

if he is found not guilty of a criminalviolationof that act.

House Bill 598 (Act 1318) - Roach & Patti
Creates a constitutionalamendment (whichwill be voted onin October 1995) that

allows the legislatureto pass local and special laws on the offensesof taking fishand
wildlife illegally.

House Bill 701 (Act 1039) - Sam Theriot & others
Creates a "charter boat fishingguide" license. The cost is $250 for operatorsof

vesselsthatcarry 6 or lesspassengersand $500for operatinga vesselthat carriesmore
than 6 passengers, Also creates a $2.50 nonresident charter fishingtrip licensefor non-
residentson charter boats. Effectiveimmediately.

House Bill 744 (Act 1043) - Mitch Theriot
Definesa "work box" as a crate used by commercialcrab fishermento sort their

catch and providesthat crabs in the work box do not have to meet the minimumsize
while on the boat.



House Bill 745 (ACt 1044) - Mitch Therlot
Allowsa 2% bycatch by commercial crabbersof berry (sponge)crabs in hiswork

box.

House Bill 747 (ACt 772) - Mitch Theriot
Allowssheriffsand parishtax collectorsto take credit cards for the paymentof

fishingand huntinglicenses,as well as for anyother paymentor fee coUectedby those
offices.

House Bill 815 (ACt 1316) - Triche & Cross
Definesan unattendednetas onewherethefishermanismore than 200 feet away

fromR.

Createsa $3 "LouisianaMarineResourcesConservationAct Stamp" which
saltwatersportfishermenmust buyuntilJune30,1998.The money collectedfromthis
stampwillgo totheDepartmentofWildlifeand FisheriesEnforcementDivisionandtoa
"Commercial Fisherman's Economic Assistance Fund.

To qualify for assistance from the fund, a person must have purchased a saltwater
gill net license in two of the years 1993, 1994, and 1995 and during two of those years
earned more than 50% of their earned income from any type of commercial fishing. Also,
a person must have been a Louisiana resident on June 30, 1995 and cannot have had
a conviction on any fishery-related offense of class 3 or greater.

For fishermen who qualify, the fund will provide job training assistance until July 1,
1997. Any person who accepts job training assistance cannot later purchase a
commercial rod and reel or gill net license. Netswhich have been made useless or illegal
by other parts of this act will be purchased from fishermen until January 1, 1996.

Gives federal enforcement agents the power to enforce state fisheries laws.
Provides that any sport fisherman who sells his catch shall lose his license forever.

Creates a $250 mullet strike net license for gill netsof a mesh size no smaller than
31,_inches stretched. Creates a $250 pompano strike net license for gill nets with a
minimum mesh size of 5 inches stretched. Creates a $250 rod and reel license for
saltwater commercial fishing. To qualify for the rod and reel license a person must prove
that they held a gill net license in two of the years 1993, 1994 and 1995 and that they
earned more than 50% of their income from commercial fishing in two of those years.
Any person who has a fishery-related conviction of class 3 or greater cannot get a rod
and reel license. Also provides that a non-resident cannot purchase any gear license if
his stateprohibits the use of that gear.

Requiresthe Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheriesto create rules
for the issuingof permits to transport gill nets, trammel nets, strikenets and seines across
state waters intofederal waters. Makes the possessionof anysuch net in saltwater areas



of the state without a license or permit a class 6 violation. This is a $1000-$2000 fine
and/or 120 days in jail and loss of anything seized in connection with the violation.

Makes it illegal to use _ny net to interfere with another person's fishing. Makes it
illegal to use or possess in saltwater areas any trammel net, gill net or seine constructed
of monofilament, multifilament or other materials except for nets being transported to
federal waters and nets used for scientific or educational purposes.

Sets two seasons for the commercial harvest of speckled trout with mullet strike
nets. The first season is November 20, 1995 to March 1, 1996. The second season is
November 18, 1996 to March 1, 1997. Each season may be closed early if one million
pounds of speckled trout are landed. These nets may not be used at night or between
5:00 a.m. Saturday and 6:00 p.m. Sunday. Only rod and reel commercial harvest is
allowed after the season and only if the one million pound quota isn't met. Only one 1200
net is allowed per boat and a $100 special permit ($400 for non-resident) is required.
Each net must be tagged and the department shall not issue a tag to anyone with a social
security number. To get a permit a person must prove that he had a saltwater gill net
license two of the years 1993, 1994, or 1995 and that he earned more than 50% of his
income from commercial fishing in two of those years and he must not have had a fishery
related conviction of class 3 violation or greater. Any person convicted of any offense
involving fisheries laws or regulations shall forever lose any right to commercially harvest
speckled trout.

During these two seasons and during the 1995-96 and 1996-97 seasons for taking
mullet, other fish such as black drum, sheepshead and flounder may be taken with a
1200 foot pompano strike net (5 inch stretched mesh). This gear for these fish cannot
be used at night or from 5:00 a.m. Saturday to 6:00 p.m. Sunday. To fish these fish a
person must have proof that he held a saltwater gill net license in two of the years
1993,1994, and 1995, that he earned at least 50% of his income from commercial fishing
and cannot have had a fishery violation of class 3 or larger. Each net must be tagged
and the department shall not issue a tag to a person with a social security number. This
gear license and the use of this gear (5 inch mesh pompano strike net) shall be outlawed
after March 1, 1997."

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission shall make a report to the legislature that
has the following information on black drum, sheepshead and flounder:

a) the spawning potential ratio
b) biological conditions and profile of the species and stock assessment
c) if the report shows a spawning potential ratio below 30%, the department

shall close the season for at least one year

Sets a commercial mullet season which shall begin on the third Monday of October
of each year and close on the third Monday in January. Mullet may only be taken
commercially with a mullet strike nat(minimum 3 1/2 inches stretched mesh). A $100
permit ($400 for non-residents) is required to take mullet commercially. Only one 1200
foot strike net is allowed per vessel.



The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission shall make an annual report to the
legislature no later than March first that contains the following information on mullet:

a) the spawning potential ratio
b) a biological condition and profile of the species and stock assessment
c) ifthe report shows a spawning potential ratio of below30%, the department

shall close the season for at least one year

In order to get a mullet strike net, a person must show proof that he had a
saltwater gill net in two of the years 1993, 1994, and 1995 and that he earned at least
50% of his income from commercial fishing in two of those years. Each net must be
tagged and the department shall not issue a tag to anyone with a social security number.
Mullet may not be taken commercially at night and from 5:00 a.m. Saturday to 6:00 p.m.
Sunday. Any person convicted of any offense involvingfisheries law or regulations loses
his right to fish mullets commercially forever.

Mullet licenses and permits shall not be transferable from one person to another
for 3 years beginning August 15, 1995 or until a transfer system is developed by the
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, except in the case of hardship and then only between
spouse, parent/legal guardian or child/legal dependent of the person. No profit can
come from transfer of licenses.

Allows the use of a 2400 foot pompano strike net(5 inches stretched mesh) in the
waters of Breton and Chandeleur Islands in waters 2500 feet from land (not including
islands) and over 7 feet deep. The season shall begin August 1 and end October 31 of
each year. Only pompano may be in possession of the fishermen. No night fishing is
allowed and each net must have a tag on it. The department shall not issue a tag to
anyone with a social security number.

Changes the "Rightto Fish Law" so that it is no longer required to have a biological
opinion before any method of harvesting any finfish, shrimp, oysters or crabs can be
outlawed.

Provides that'on March 2, 1997, all netting other than the taking of mullet with a
mullet strike net and pompano with a pompano strike net is banned unless the legislature
acts to legalize netting in some form.

Directs the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission to make studies on the impact of strike netting on all saltwater finfish except
redfish and to report to the legislature by March 1, 1997. Included shall be
recommendations on whether the commercial fisheries provided for in this act shall be
increased, continued, or ended.

House Bill 829 (Act 583) - Roach & McPherson
Outlawsthe use of gill nets, trammel nets,strikenets and seinesin that portionof

Calcasieu Lake located in CalcasieuParish.



House Bill 976 (Act 234) - Patti & Nunez
Providesa class3 penalty for the illegal use of a trawl, seine or skimmer net on

privatelyleasedoysterbeds in the year afterseeding, if the area is staked off, markedor
postedasrequiredby law. Formerlythe personwas only liablefor damages. Alsoallows
lease holdersto land oystersout of state from their own leases.

House Bill 1190 (Act 1066) -Bergeron
Requires any operator of a soft shell crab shedding facility to buy a $100 soft shell

crab shedder's license. Requires records to be kept of buster crab purchases from
fishermen.

House Bill 1340 (Act 1078) - Downer & others
Allowsrecreationalfishingand huntinglicensesto be suspendedfor failureto pay

child support.

House Bill 1360 (Act 1080) - Hebert
Clarifies laws on the use of bait nets by sport fishermen. Limits saltwater bait

seines to 30 feet long and provides that they must be used on foot and with no
mechanical assistance or pulley.

House Bill 1424 (Act 352) - Thomas & others
Exemptsalligatorand nutriafrom the requirementthat animalsbe slaughteredby

a licensedbutcheror in a licensedslaughterhouse.

House Bill 1450 (ACt 604) - Ackal & others
Requiresresidentcommercialreptileandamphibianscatchersunder the ageof 16

to purchasea $10 license. ('i'hose 16 and older must alreadypurchasea $25 license).
Creates a $30 Reptileand AmphibianTransport Ucense. Requiresa special permitto
take undersized bull frogs and lagoon frogs (cruk-cruks) from private property for
stocking purposes. Requires registrationand inspectionof out of state shipmentsof
reptilesand amphibiansordinarilyused for humanconsumption.

House Bill 1451 (Act 1140) - Ackal & others
Describesthe boundary of Breton and Chandeleur Soundsfor the purposeof

trawlingwith 65 foot trawls. Effectiveimmediately.

House Bill 1544 (ACt 173) - Roach
Requiresthat beforea coastalrestorationprojectcan be put inthe restorationplan,

that the project musthave a statementon how publicand privatelandownerswillbenefit
from it.

House Bill 1613 (Act 357) - Riddle & Sam Theriot
Creates an inc:ometax checkofffor donationsto the OperationGame ThiefFund.

House Bill 1755 (Act 362) - R. Alexander
Outlaws the use of snaggingdevicesto take game fishexcept catfish.



House Bill 1803 (Act 873) - Durand
Providesthat from January 1, 1996 through December 31, 1998 no person shall

be issued a commercialcrab trap licenseunlessthat personhad such a licensefor the
year 1993, 1994, or 1995.

Hou_Q Bill 2253 (Act 379) - Odinet & Patti
Allowsoyster meats to be sold by the count, retail at the time of final sale but

outlawspre-packingof oysterssold bythe count unlessthe package is labeledwiththe
netweight of the oystermeat containedinthe package. Requiresthatshellstockoysters
must be sold by volumemeasurement,weightor count. Requiresthat shucked oysters
shallbe labeledby volumeor weightand that a maximumof 15%free liquidby weightis
permitted inthe container.

House Bill 2254 (Act 189) - Roach
increasesthe limitto 2 sacksfor recreationaloysterfishermenharvestingoysters

from a privatelease with writtenpermissionfrom the leaseholder.

House Bill 2281 (Act 383) - Mitch Theriot & Lauricella
Makesthe experimentalmaricuitureprojectpermanentand allowsfor an unlimited

number of permits. Effectiveimmediately.

House Bill 2441 (Act 448) - Odinet
Creates the "OysterDevelopmentAccount"fundedby 5 centsfor each oystertag

sold. The funds inthe account shall be administeredjointlyby the LouisianaSeafood
Promotion end Marketing Board and the Oyster Task Force and are to be used to
representthe interestsof the oyster industryand to developmarkets.

House Bill 2446 (Act 849) - Roach & Picard
Provides rules in the event that funds are appropriatedto compensate oyster

fishermen of Cameron and Calcasieu Parishes due to the closure of October, 1994.
EffectiveJuly 1, 1995.

Senate Concurrent Resolution 175 - Chabert
Directs the Department of Wildlifeand Fisheriesto meetwith the Crab Task Force

and the Shrimp Task Force to study the problem of ghost (lost) crab traps and make
recommendations to the legislature.

House Concurrent Resolution 2 - McCain
Urgesthe Departmentof Wildlifeand Fisheriesto enforcethe minimummeshsize

of 3/4-inch on crawfishtraps throughoutthe AtchafalayaBasin.

House Concurrent Resolution 38 - Odinet & Patti
Urges the Departmentof Wildlifeand Fisheriesto set up a study group to study

future possiblechangesin the oyster redline.



House Concurrent Resolution 39 - Odinet
For the protectionof the publicand the oyster industry,U.S. Congress is asked

to directthe U. S. Departmentof HealthandHuman Servicesto reportvibrioillnessesand
to developa policyfor prompt investigation.

House Concurrent Resolution 95 - Roach
Directs the Department of Wildlife and Fisheriesto adopt rules regulatingthe

placing of crab traps in Sabine Lake.

******************************************************************************
THE GUMBO POT

Shrimp Remoulade

This month's recipe is from a 4-H seafoodcookingcontestwinner,JenniferCentola. It
is a delicious and spicy remoulade. The key is to use seasoned boiled shrimp.

2 Ibs. peeled seasoned boiled shrimp 3 tbsp. ketchup
1 tbsp vinegar 3 green onions,finely chopped
1 tbsp lemon juice 3-4 stalks celery, finely chopped
6 tbsp olive oil salt and pepper to taste
1 cup creole mustard 11,_cups finely shredded lettuce

Combine all ingredients except shrimp and lettuce. Mix well. Once the sauce is
thoroughly mixed, fold in all but 18 of the shrimp. Marinate several hours in the
refrigerator. Place shredded lettuce in the bottom of six footed glasses. Top lettuce with
shrimp that has marinated in the sauce. Arrange reserved shrimp around the glass
edges. Serves 6.

Sincerely,


