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PUBLIC SHRIMFP MEETING

The Louilsiana Ghrimp Task Force will be holding a meeting to
gather public comment on two important shrisping issues: :

1) Prohibiting night shrimping during the fall white shrimp

E®RASON.

2) Increasing the current minimum mesh wize of 1 1/4 inches on
trawls, skimmers and wing nete during the fall white shrimp
Eeason.

The Tasmk Force would like to hsar from anyomn: who has feelings
sither way on the lssuas. The measting will begin at 10:00 am on
Thursday, January 17, 1991 and will bw held in the Louisiana Room at
Wildlife and Fisheries Headguarters on Quall Drive in Baton Rouga.

MARICULTURE FORUM *91

The subject of mariculture or saltwater fish farming is one of
increasing public interest in recent years. Louisiana has several
such experimental projects in place now and meveral sport and
commercial fishing organizations have expressed concern over their
effects on natural fisheriss production. The incressing use of
levews, dams, gates and weirs for marsh management purposes also
complicates the lssue.

In order to bring into the open the effects of marilculbture in
toulsiana, the Nicholls State University Blology Department in
coeperation with the Lafourche Parish Government, tha Organization of
Louisiana Fishermen, and the L&U Cooperative Extension/Ewa Grant
Program, will be holding a public meeting on Tussday, January 8 from
9:30 am to 4130 pm at the Nicholls Gtate University Student Union
Ballroom in Thibodaux, LA.

The first half of the mesting will be wducational, with speakers
discussing all the issuss and concerns about mariculture. During the
second half of the memtings the public will be able to state their
ppinions and ask guestions on the subject.

Fisheriss and wetlands are a strong part of Louisiana’s heritage
and economy. This promises to be & very interesting meating to all
concernedt landownsrs, commercial and sportfishermen, ssafood dealers,
biologists and government officlals.

The public is sncouraged to attend.




SHRIMP AND GHARK PANELS TO MEET

The Shark Advisory Panel to the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Maragsment
Council will be mesting at 10100 am on January 14; (991, to review the
proposed Ghark Management #lan, whlch will reduce th- Gulf Ghark
harvest. .

Bn January 17, 1991 at 8130 am, the Council’s Bhrimp Advisory Panel
will meet to discuss improving the profits of the offshore shrimp
fishery and goals for reducing finfish bycatch.

Both mestings will be held at the Airport Hilton at 901 Alrline
Highway in Kenner, Louisiana and are open tc the public,

MDRE RED SNAPPER REGULATIONS

The proposal to rwduce the GulT of Mexico commercial red snapper
quota from 3.1 milllon pounds to 2.3 million pounds and the bag limit
for sportfishsrmen from 7 red snappers ¢o & has besn changed by the
Gulf Councll at its Novamber meeting.

The proposal is for a 2.0 miilion pound commercial quota and a 2
fiwh bag limit for sportfishmrasn. They alwo changed the target date
for rebullding red snappsr stocks from the ysar 2000 to 2007. The new
regulations are expected to reduce the catch for bath sport and
comnercial fishermen by 48 parcent.

The new regulations are expacted to go into effect January 1,
1991.

Source: Gulf Fishery Naws. Vol. 10, No. é.

MAGNUSON ACT CHANGED

The Magnuson Act which originally created the 200 mile limlt and
the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Managemant Council has besen reauthorlzed by
congrass with some changes:

»* Management responsibility for tuna, swordfish, sharks and
billfish is gliven to the National Marine Fisheries Service.

* Limits council membmrs appointed after January 1, 19856 to 3
terms.

* Increases the maximsum civil penalties for violationm of the
act from $23,000 ta 100,000 and maximum criminal penalties
from %100,000 to $#200,000.

- Allows the sscretary of NMFS to take away the Tishing peralt
of anyons who violatas tha law.

* Reguires that council membership be "fair and balanced" hbe-
twaen commercial and recreational interests.

* Requires the Secretary nf ‘the Dupartment of Commarce to
begin a study on shrimp” frawl bycatch and prohibits
ragulations to reduce bycatch until January 1, 1994.

Source:s Commercial Fishsries News. December 1990.

RELEASE BILLFIBH ALIVE

Dus to raports that some tuna longliners were killing marlins and
sailfTish accidentally caught on their lines, the National Marine
Fisheriss Service has issumd a news release reminding fTishermen that
any such Tish must be released alive.




-3 -

A billfish caught by a longline must be released by cutting the
line near the hook without removing the .fish from the water.
Viclation of this regulation carries a penalty of 92%,000 pear fish.

MARINE MAMMAL LDGE DUE

Gulf of Mexicao longliners for tuna,shark and swordfish aust send
in their fishing logs by Decembsr 31, 1990. The logs must show whare,
whan, and how leng the vessel fished sach day sand any sffects on
marine mammals such as porpoises and whales. Thess logs will allow
figharmen to renew their Marine Mammal Exsmption Certificate for 1991,

Source: NMFE Naws Ersaker, Bouthsast Region 11/16/90.
CIVIL PENALTIES

Civil penalties fTor the illagal taking of fish and wildlife are
now in effect. Thase fines are put on top of the fines and jail time
that a violator gets for breaking the law. What they amount. to is
paying the state back for fish or animals that are taken illewgally.
1f a parson is caught violating ths law, all fish or ssafood onboard,
aven that in the hold, will have a civil penalty applied to 1t.
Listed below are the civil penalties for some of the more important
spacies.

Fish Valusd by the Pound
BhriMpeasssserevaasnsanaa®l b Shespshead..ceesseens-nanaaa.® 0.18
Oyst®r.icesnannmsersnsees$2.35 Black Drumscssrnsrscncnn-vasaa® 0.27
Blue Crabeccccescccneeeaa®0.41 Yellowedge Grouper....-s.....% 1.73
Mullet.oeeosnaanas R — YT Blacktip Bhark..cceae-sssiaan® 0.32
SWErdTimheeavesarnaresna-$3.10 Yallawtip Tun®...cea-snsanra=s® 1.52
Cattish.cusassacnsnan=a. 8008 Blusfin Tun..vsssuceasnsensa®l3 68

Fizh Yalued by the Inch

Redfish...srsses From 37¢ per l-inch Tish to $237.33 pwr S2-inch fish
Gpeckled Trout...From 3% per l-inch fish to $18.75 pur 32-inch Tish
ENARPERT avers-:a. From 37 per l-inch Tish to #123.34 per 42-inch Tish
CroakET..cessseasFrom 32 per l-inch Tish to 99,69 per 2b-inch fish
Flound®r...seeee.From 37¢ per l—inch fish to $15.35 per &9-inch fish
King Mackerel....From 3% par l-inch fish to $262.07 per 6b-inch Tish

GAMEFIBH BATTLE BREWING

With the 1991 sewsion of the Louisiana State Lewgislature coming,
the Gulf Coaat Conswrvation Association has stated that they will be
introducing legislation to make speckled trout and redfish, gamefish
permanently. Already battle lines are forming. In a recent (Decamber
3, 1990) letter to tha Morning Advocate Newspaper, the President of
the Baton Rouge Chapter of tha Louisiana Restaurant Assoclation askm
for the rescurce to be sharsd between sport and commercial fishermen,
pointing out that the restaurant industry is "lLouisiana’s single
largest homogenous smployer” wlth over 90,000 psople directly employed
in the industry and thousands more in the support industries.

Sport Tishing intermsts who want to put commercial Tisherssn out
of the business of catching specks and reds, also point to thelir many
thousands of jobs created. When one puts a pencil to the numbers
though, it makes you wonder what the Tuss is about. If the entire
commercial speckled trout quota were to be svenly divided among the
382,000 saltwater sportfishermen, (the number comes from a 1990
pressntation by a D.W.F. administrator), =ach angler would get less
than 3.6 pounds of speckled trout more pgr year. That iss of course,
assuming that the legislature dossn’t cut the sportsmen’s dally limit
during ths debate.




Considering that the thres year ban on commercial fishing for
redfish expires in September, this may be a mast sventful luqiilntiv.
session.
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THE GUMBG POT
luick Crawfish Jambalaya

I borrowsed this month's recipe from Dwight Landrensau, who is ana
of our Tishery agents from western Loulsiana, Besides being a
crawfish axpert, Dwight in famous for his, cunkinqplln you should enjoy
this recipe. Y

2 Thep. butter or margarine 1 1/2 c. chicken broth

l ¢. chopped graen pepper 1 can 14 1/2 ¢o 16 oz. canned
1 c. gach sliced celery and tomatoes (2 cups}

green onions including topw 2 c. (8 oz.) crawfish talls
1 clove garlic, minced 1 tsp. mach salt and poultry
1 c. uncooked rice seasoning

Eround red pepper to taste

Melt butter in a large skillet. Add gresn pspper; celery, and
onions. Cook until tender but not brown. Stir in remaining
ingredients. Bring to boll. 6&6%tir once or twice, reduce heat, cover
and simmer 20 minutes or unti]l rice is tender. Mixturs should be
slightly moist. Adjust ssasonings, if necessary. Fluff with a fork.
Make & servings.
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LOWSIANA COOPERATIVE EXTENSION BERVICE :
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OFFICIAL BUSINESS
Panaity for Private Use, $300
LOUBIANA COOPERATIVE EKTENSION SERVICE PAOVIDES EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IN PROGRAMS AND EMPLOYMENT. LOVHSIANA STATE UNIVERSITY
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_‘_&\ A State Pariner in the Cooperative Extension System

PO T e L

[ P [
I LV whi - -

-



