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SEA GRANT PROGRAM

LAGNIAPPE

Dear Friend:

I will be on vacation from June 19 through July 9. Since I will
be travellng out of state, Alan Matherne, the marine advisory agent for
5t. Bernard and St. Tammany Parishes, will be handling my calls unless
you wani Lo wait until [ get back. His telephone nunber i1s 279-9402
in Chalmette., My secretary, Lori will have the information on the 3%
loans so you can call heve for that.

NMES LOANS

The Natiemal Marine Fisheries Service has put together the
Fisheries Loan Fund program tc assist commercial fishermen who are
behind on their vessel mortgage notes. The summary below will give
you some guidelines on who is eligible. 1TIf you are interested in
making an application, call me at my office and I'll send you more
detailed imstructions on how to apply for a loan.

1) AL} applications received by the NMFS between June 15 and July
29 will be reviewed.

2) There is no special application form to use but I can give you
a rundown on the informatieon they will be looking for.

3) There is $9.,7 million available for this program natiomwide
with $2.4 million of that for the Gulf and Scuth Atlantic,

4) Both fishermen with or without NMFS-guaranteed loans are
eligible.

5) At this time, the money is planned to be made available at 3%
interest for a maximum of 10 years.

6) The loans are Lo be used only to pay off past-due, present and
sowe future mortgage notes. The woney can't be used to pay
other bills such as fuel and so on.

7) Only owner-operators who have been in the seafood EEIX%EE&E&
business tor ab least 5 years are eligible. The vessei must
be at least 5 net tons or mere and the owner-operator a U.S.
citizen. Also, the applicant must have made a profit in at
least two of the last 5 years.

§) Decision on who gets the loans should be made before Septmeber
30,

9 With the relatively small amount of money available for such a
wide area probably only 12 to 15 people per state will get a
loan., This means that it will be very important to have your
facts together before you apply.

For more information on these loans, call my office and nmy
secretary will send you the information,



TEXAS CLOSURE

~ The Texas Closure went into effect on May 27 this year. Unless
thlngs change, waters in the [ishery conservation zone will Teopen at
30 minmutes after sunset on July 15, 1983, Texas state offshore waters
are scheduled to open at the same time the federal waters opern.

TEXAS SHRIMPING LAWS

Recently several shrimpers from the Lafitte area asked me to
simmarize the shrimping laws in Texas, since many Louisiana shrimpers
go over there in July.

. Basically, Texas like lLouisiana has "inside waters" and "outside
waters'. Oubtside waters are those state waters from Lhe shoreline out
to @ miles offshore. Inside state waters include all bays, passes and
rivers landward from the Gulf, which have tides.

. All measurements on shrimp trawls in Texas are on the corkline
and include the length of the doors in the measurement. As of this
year, no shrimp boat fishing in Texas waters will be allowed to keep
any speckled trout and redfish taken while vrawiing.

Shrimping in any pass iz illegal and it is illegal to head shrimp
aboard a beoat in inside waters or to dump the heads except in artifi-
cial passes, canals or basins., Fresh shrimp nay be held only during
open seasons and five days after closing.

Outside Waters

Texas Law requires a boat fishing in outside waters to have a $50
Commercial Shrimp Boat License. Also, the captain and each deck hand
on Lhe boat musi each have a General Commerciai Fishermen's License.
These can be purchased in the name of the vessel and the fee Ls §20
per man or the amount it costs a Texas resident to fish in Louisiana,
whichever is more.

During the period of the "Texas Closure' which usually takes
place in June and July, in outside waters, white shrimp can be taken
within 4 fathoms with & single ripg trawl! not larger than the following

F1Zes:

BDaors threg leet or mare but less than ioir
feel~4) {oat

Oaors four teet or more but less than five
feat —-42 fee!

Doors hive feet ar more but less han six
teat - a4 feet

Dowrs six feel ar more but €535 than seven
tret-—18 foet

Doorn seven fest ormors butless thaneight
tent--48 fant

Ooars g feet ot more but 1ass than nine
tant — 50 feol

Daors mag faet ar mere buot 18ss than 10
feet =AY frel

oors 10 ieet or mara--54 foet

In addition to the Texas CGlosure, cutside waters within 7 fathoms
are closed from December 16 through February 1. Seabobs may: De Lhken
during this closed season with one 25 [oot trawl and a mesh size no
smaller than 5 stretched meshes in 6% incles (1.3 inches stretched}.
The catch cannol have more than 10% of any other shrimp than seabobs.

All outside waters within 7 fathoms are closed to night shrimping
(30 minites after sunset to 30 minates before sunrise; at all times.
Outside of 7 fathoms, day and night shrimping is allowed.

Except Lor seabob fishing in CLhe closed season, the minimum nesh
size in outside waters is 1 3?4 inches stretched and there is no Limit
on the size or mumber of Lrawls used in outside waters. There is no
count size in cutside waters.

Inside Waters

Like Louisiana, Texas has twe inside season. The spring season
fg open from May 15 through Juily 15, The fall season 1s open {row
August 15 thraough December 15, Trawliug Ls permitted only in the major
bays, with a single vig and daylight hours only.
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In the spring seasen the trawl may be no larger than shown below
and no more than 300 pounds of sheip per day may be taken.

Gonrs three feat o mora but less than {our

teet-—40 reat

Coors four l2et or more bul Jless than five
leot~42 {oat

Doors live leet or more bul less than six
feet--44 feel

20015 sk feet or more bul less thun seven
feel—-48 fpat

Doors seven fest or reors bul less than eight
leet--45 toet ’

Tonoe eght feot of more but less than nine
s~ 50 tpet

Doars nine et or more but dess than 10
tei-—-a2 tnet

Doars 10 feet or more--54 (ee!

In the fall season there is mo limit on the catch and the total
tength of the trawl including the doors cammot be over 95 feet. From
August 15 through October 3T of the fall season only the minimum count
is 30 to the pound, heads-on. There Ys o count trom November 1
through December 13,

Try nets used in inside waters canmot be over 21 feet including
the doors and the doors cammot be larger than 450 square inches,
Commerclal §§§ shrimp Boat Licenses are 540 and must be purchased in
Jangary or February of each year. There is, however a two year mora=~
torium on new bay boat license sales for 1982 and 1983,

This sumnary does not include the laws on bait shrimping.
WILDLIFE & FISHERIES LAWBOOKS AVAILABLE

The Louisiana Departwent of Wildlife and Fisheries has made the
updated book on wildlife and fisheries laws available for sale to the
public. The book will cover all the laws up Lo this year's legisia-
ture and it is in a locseleaf form, so yearly legislative changes can
be added. The price is $5 per copy and it may be ordered from:

Department of Wildlife & Fisheries
P,0. Box 15570
Baton Rouge, LA 70895

FDA TO WITHDRAW PROPOSED SHELLFISH REGULATIONS

The Food and Drug Administravion will officially withdraw a 19?5
proposal which weuld have formalized the National Shellfish Sanitation
Frogram and required each state to put ip-depth shellfish control plans
into effect.

Congress placed a moratorium on the proposed regulgtions in 1976,
requiring FDA Lo show the need amd asgess the economic impact of such
regulations before they could be made final.

FDA will also anpnounce that it plans to update the 1965 NSSP
Manual of Operalions bv including new scientific results and m§nage»F
ment practices that have been accepted by state agencles as well as FDA.

Source:; Food Chemical News 5/23/83.
LOUISIANA LORAN C HANGBOOK FOR 1983

The new edition of the LORAN C hangbook is unow avgi}able. ?his
i1s the only book available using the stations that Louisiana shrimpers
use to plot hangs, The cost is $26 including postage and can be
ordered fLrom:

Gay G. Matherne
Box 0429C 7
Barataria, LA 70036

A Texas LORAN C hangbook is also avaliable from the same
address for $16.



COAST GUARD DOCUMENTATTON LAWS

There ig ¢ B .
the laws ar;scghigtn?; anquLOH ﬁmUﬂg commercial fishermen as to what
3 L o oneEHlng documented vessels, H ‘ully the followin
summary will help somewhat. 3 opefully th g

Léﬁ PENALTY
Any vessel of at least S net tons which 5500, each day

engages in fishing must be issued a
certificate of documemtation by the U.S.
Loast Guard unless exempied.

Vessel must be owmad wholly by a U.S. Forfeiture of vessel
cltizen in ovder to be documented,

Certificate of Docuwentation must be on $500, each day
pand the vessel, except when the vessel

Ls In storage or out of the water, or in

the custody of the Coast Guard Documentation

officer.

The owner of 2 documented vessel must 5500, each day
renew the Certificate of Documentation
annually.

No documented vessel shall be commanded 4500, each day and
by anyone othewr than a U.S. citizen. surrender ol Documeni
The owner ol a documented vessel must not 5500, each day

pericit the vessel to operate unless it is
properly marked with the vessel's official
number, name and bailing port.

No owner or perzon acting on behalf of Forfeiture of vessel
the owner ghall knowingly falsify or

conceal a material fact or make a false

statemenc in commection with the documen-~

tation of that wveosasel.

A sigplificd formula for determining the tommage of a fishing
vessel lae:  Length x Breadth x Depth # 100 x .7 = Gross tonnage.
Take 80% of the gross tommage = net tonnage.
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THE GUMBOG POT

Hush puppies are a long-time southern tradition. while good hgsh
puppies are 4 real treab, the avevage hush puppy is a aagt;£@35 meSs .
Since good hush puppy reciples are rare as hen's teech, 1 think you'll
really enjoy this one, Ruby Michel of Hacvey has prepared these at
our last two church fish fries and she graciously provided me with her
recipe.

Ruby's Hush Puppies

2 thsp. vegetable oll

2 ecups corvn meal < 7

1 cup flour G oTsp. salt ' ‘
L ocup minced onions 2 thsp. baking powder
% tep. garlic powder milk o o
Loegy deep fatr for frying

Mix all the ingredients well with enovgh milk to magg a ?e&vyl
soupy mixture., Drop the mixture by spoonful into hot vegetahle o0ll.
Fry until golden brown and drain on absorbent paper.
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