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LAGNIAPPE 

SAVE THOSE GAS RECEIPTS 

Cm January 6, 1983, Presi~dent Reagan signed into law a 5 cent per 
gallon federal tax on gasoline and diesel. This increased the federal 
road tax from 4 cents per gal~loo to 9 cents. 

Comercial fishermen who buy their fuel in bulk or from the dock- 
side are usually not charged the tax, but those who buy their boat 
gas from service stations are. 

the 9 
If you buy your gas from the service station pump, you can get 

cents per gallon bock. Simply save your gas receipts and file 
form 4136 with the IRS when you file your taxes. If you burn only 6 
gallons per day and fish 200 days a year, that's a $108 rebate, which 
can come in handy in helping pay your self-employment (Social Security) 
tax at the end of the year. 

CATFISH FARMING IS BIG BUSINESS 

South Louisiana has a large and healthy commercial fishery for 
freshwater catfish. In the last year or so, anyone that handles cat- 
fish has noticed an extra large amount. of catfish on the market, in 
fact, at times the market was flodded. 

The main reaeon for this has been the tremendous increase in 
catfish farming in Mississippi and Alabama. Even though the market 
gIut has lowered prices and catfish farming is not as profitable as 
it was, the average farmer does better with catfish than with soybeans 
and cotton, the traditional crops of the area. 

Below are the fi ures 
cevsed over the last ? 

on the pounds of farm-raised catfish pro- 
3 years. The tremendous jump from 1981 to 

1982 alone should explain why the market was flooded. 
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18,332.000 
19,731.MM 
16,944,ooo 
g,;yg 

22:125:ooo 
30,179,om 
40.636.000 
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According to a 1979 study, 80% of the Earm-raised catfish were 
processed in Mississippi and 17% in Alabama. Avera e dress out per- 
centage yield was 58% for dressed fish and 40% for 7. 1lets. 

The processors reported that demand for farm-raised catfish was 
highest from January through May, average from June through September 
and low from October through December. 

source: Fish Stories, From Survey of Commercial Catfish Processors - 
Structural and Operational Characteristics and Procurement and Market- 
ing Practices by J. S. Miller, .I. R. Conner and J. E. Waldrop. 
Department of Agricultural Economics. 
October 1981. 

Mississippi State University. 

STROBE LIGHTS ON WING NET BARGES 

The U.S. Coast Guard make a press release on March 1, 1983 
cautioning $gainst the use of strobe lights for any other purpose 
than as a distress signal. They have received many reports of their 
being used on wing net barges or anchored vessels. 

The Coast Guard said that if the illegal use continues, they wili 
consider enforcement of the law which has a $5,000 fine for each vio- 
lation. 

REDFISH TAGGING 

The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and F,isheries has begun a 
tagging program on redfish in the Bar&aria Bay (Grand Lake) area. 
The tags look like a piece of yellow spaghetti about 5 inches long 
and they will be sticking out of the belly area on the fish. On the 
end of the tag inside the fish is a button with a number on it. 

If you catch a tag ed redfish, get the number on the button and 
the length of the fish from the tip of the nose to the tip of the 7 
tail) and report the information to Department biologists. You can 
report the information to: 

Dept. of Wildlife Cr Fisheries 
Marine Biological Lab 

P.O. Box 37 
Grand Isle, LA 70358 

(504) 787-2163 

This information will be very important to Department biologists, 
uhho are trying to get enough informatiou to manage redfish and trout 
the best way. 

Also for the next year, biologists will be working in the bay 
interviewing fishermen on their catch to set some idea on how healthy 
the fishery is. 

HANG BOORS AVAILABLE 

Ed wagner with the state hang fund has announced that the book 
charts on hangs are now available. Books are available in three 
areaS ; 1) Bar&aria Bay and waters outside of the BAY. 21 Cameron 
Parish waters and 3) Eloi Bay. Loran readings are i&luhed, when 
known. The book charts cost $1.50 each and can be ordered from: 

Fishermen's Gear Compensation Fund 
Department of Natural Resources 

P.O. Box 44124 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-4124 

CHANGING TINES 

Recently, Ed Smith with the National Marine Fisheries Service 
sent the newspaper add on the next page. It was from 1935 or 1936. 
The Frey Store was one of the giants of its time, but is now gone. I 
doubt that I could find where it once stood. Prices have changed, 
haven't they? 
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