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The Charrette Process: 
A better way to design community plans

Urban Design Associates



How can we make it easier to build better 
communities?

• Good community involvement processes, such as 
Charrettes, help get visions built.
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The Charrette turns planning 
into a community building event
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Why do Charrettes work?

Participants work in a series of short feedback loops

alternatives refinement plan

public review

concepts

public review public review



A Sample Charrette
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Coastal CHARM
Community Health and Resource Management





























Where to from here?Where to from here?

•Focus on “Collaborative Democracy”

•Bridges to non-traditional departments

urban planning, parks/tourism/rec, 
architecture, civil engineering

•Coastal Hazards-Resilient Cities

•An Urban Grant?
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