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Farmers Reducing Pesticide Use

The International Federation of Agricultural Producers (IFAP) recently released study results
showing that environmental risk in the United States has been reduced by 66% since 1987 due to reduced
pesticide use. This trend seems to be worldwide with Swedish farmers reducing pesticide use by 70%
since 1985, and German farmers reducing pesticide use by more than 50% since 1990. Technology
allowing for reduced pesticide use without sacrificing crop yields has no doubt resulted in large part due to
publically funded research and Extension efforts conducted by Land Grant Colleges nationwide. Our own
Louisiana State University (LSU Agricultural Center) has no doubt been a major contributor to this effort.

Directories available by request
Wetland Delineators Directory

A Directory of Wetland Delineators Covering Louisiana compiled by the Louisiana

Cooperative Extension Service, and the LSU Wetland Biogeochemistry Institute, is now
available upon request. The directory was developed to provide landowners, developers,
financial institutions and business owners with wetland delineation assistance on private lands
throughout the state.

For a copy of the directory, call LCES at (504) 388-2266.

Coastal Louisiana Water Quality Agency Contact
Directory

With assistance from the Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program (BTNEP),
the LSU Agricultural Center - LCES recently published a Coastal Louisiana Water Quality
Agency Contact Directory. The directory contains key state and federal agency water quality
agency contacts with responsibility for a variety of pollutants such as bacteria diversions,
ecosystem management, fisheries, general water quality information, groundwater, nutrients,
oil and gas permits/impacts, pesticides, sediments and toxins.

For a free copy of the draft directory, contact LCES at (504) 388-2266.




NWP 29 Suspended by Federal
Judge in Alaska

a John A. Sedwick, Judge of the U.S. District Court, Alaska District
last week suspended, on procedural grounds, the operation of Nationwide
Permit (NWP) 29, which allows construction of single family homes under the Section 404
Federal wetlands permitting program. Under the court’s order in Alaska Center for the
Environment v. West (Case No. A96-245 CV (JWS) (D. Alaska, April 30, 1998), NWP 29 is
suspended until the Corps adequately addresses alternatives to the current permit, including
permit, including excluding high-value waters from the permit, and imposing an acreage limit
lower than the current % acre.

NWP 29 was issued in July 1995, and reissued along with 38 other NWPs, on December
13, 1996. NWP 29 authorizes, without the need for an individual permit from the Corps,
discharges of dredged or fill material into non-tidal waters, including wetlands, for the
construction or expansion of single family homes. Certain criteria must be met by the applicant to
qualify for the permit, including;: limiting the loss of waters affected by the discharge to ¥ acre;
providing pre-construction notification to the Corps; minimizing impacts, and maintaining
vegetated buffers between the fill and the waters.

In July, 1996, a group of environmental organizations challenged the Corps’ issuance of
NWP 29 on a number of grounds, among them that issuance of the permit violated the Clean
Water Act, the Endangered Species Act, and the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

The court found that the Corps failed to adequately discuss certain alternatives to the
issuance of NWP 29 in its current form: namely, the exclusion from the permit of high quality
waters, and reducing the ; acre ceiling on the permit. As a result, the court decided that the
Corps had violated its mandate under NEPA to consider alternatives to the issuance of the Federal
permit. The court issued an order enjoining the operation of NWP 29 until the alternatives are
adequately addressed by the Corps.

According to Corps officials, the Corps will likely address the alternatives noted in the
court’s ruling at the same time it releases its package of activity-specific nationwide permits to
replace NWP 26, which is expected to be in the near future.

The court’s decision calls further attention to the Federal wetlands regulatory program
which is already burdened by a number of recent judicial challenges and decisions.

Source: Law Firm of Van Ness Feldman, (National Wetlands Coalition), Washington,
D.C.
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