


Wetland Delineation Training - May 18-22, 1998

This course will provide the participants with a thorough understanding of wetland soils, vegetation, and hydrology in
conjunction with the procedures used in the 1987 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual. This
course combines both classroom lectures and field exercises covering soil chemistry, soil taxonomy, hydric soil
indicators, Munsell color charts, hydrophytic plant communities, wetland hydrology, use and interpretation of the
1987 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Wetlands Delineation Manual, and fie)d measurement techniques. The primary
emphasis is on field identification of jurisdictional wetlands. Successful completion of the course will result in a
certificate from the LSU Wetland Biogeochemistry Institute documenting 40 hours of training in the use of the 1987
Corps of Engineers Wetlands Delineation Manual. This certificate does not constitute certification by the Corps of
Engineers. Tuition is $950 which covers the cost of a course notebook with all handouts, a Munsell color chart, a
ferrous iron test kit, a copy of “Field Guide for Wetland Delineation,” transportation to and from field sites, and
refreshments. Participants are responsible for their own travel to Baton Rouge and per diem. Instructors: Faulkner,
Sanders, and Touchet.

Advanced Hydric Soils - June 8-10, 1998 _
This three-day course will provide the participants with more advanced instruction in soil taxonomy, soil morphology
and genesis, and field indicators of hydric soils. It is recommended that the participant already have taken Wetland
Delineation Training or equivalent. This is an advanced soils course and assumes the participant has a basic
understanding of soils. Tuition is $650 which includes a course notebook with all handouts, a copy of the most
recent version of “Field Indicators of Hydric Soils in the United States,” Keys to Soil Taxonomy, transportation to
and from field sites, and refreshments. Participants are responsible for their own travel to Baton Rouge and per diem.
Instructors: Faulkner, Touchet.

Wetland Plant Identification - October 6-9, 1998

This four day course will concentrate on field identification of wetland plants. Both coasta! and inland freshwater
wetland plants will be included in the class. Tuition is $650 which includes a course text, handouts, a copy of the
“List of Plants That Occur in Wetlands,” plant press, transportation to and from field sites, and refreshments.
Participants are responsible for their own travel to Baton Rouge and per diem. Instructors: Mendelssohn, Chabreck.

For more information , contact Karen Gros, Wetland Biolgeochemistry Institute, at (504) 388-8806, fax (504) 388-
6423, e-mail: wetland{@premier.net

Nonpoint Source Watershed Conference Set

On April 6-9, 1998, EPA Region 6 will sponsor a Nonpoint Source (NPS) Watershed Conference in Baton Rouge at
the Hilton Hotel. The conference will include a variety of field trips (April 6) and a full array of NPS topics covering
row crop agriculture, forestry, animal waste, individua! sewage systems, and urban technologies.

For more information, contact Ms. Jan Boydstun at the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), P.
O. Box 82215, Baton Rouge, LA 70884-2215, Phone- (504) 765-0546, Fax-(504) 765-0546

Private Property Improvement Act of 1997

The U.S. House of Representatives passed the Private Property Rights Improvement Act of 1997 (HR 1534) in
late 1997, and it is now in the U.S. Senate. The Act would make it easier for landowners with claims that the
government has “taken” their property without due compensation to reach federal court, thereby bypassing state and
local regulatory schemes (such as county zoning and planning boards). “Takings” claims by property owners are
frequently based on reduced property value caused by environmental regulations.

For a status report or to get more information, contact my office in Baton Rouge.
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