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Coast 2050: Strategic Planning for Coastal Louisiana

According to current “
available estimates, coastal
Louisiana is losing an average of
25 to 35 square miles of land
annually. This drastic change in
our landscape is already having
noticeable effects in some areas
on a broad range of important
quality-of-life issues.

The good news is that the
overall state and national
economies are relatively heaithy, ||
and coastal wetland
conservation and restoration
efforts are moving faster than
ever before. In fact, there is an
average annual investment of
approximately $50 million in |
coastal restoration projects.
While it is clear that we will not {

1

be able to maintain the amount
of coast we have now,
restoration projects should make
a significant difference, and they
should complement other coastal
use objectives.

In an effort to address
coastal fand loss, DNR (in
cooperation with the State
Wetlands Authority and the

Breaux Act Task Force) has

started a new initiative of
strategic coastal ecosystem
planning and management called
Coast 2050, a planning process
that anticipates conditions in the
year 2050, and seeks to
maximize the overall public
support and the effectiveness of
coastal restoration efforts.
Coast 2050 was jointly initiated
as a collective effort among the
Louisiana Wetland Conservation
and Restoration Authority
(Louisiana Wetland Authority),
the Coastal Wetland Planning,
Protection and Restoration Act
(Breaux Act) Task Force and
the Department of Natural
Resources Coastal Zone
Management Authority.

Coast 2050 is distinguished
from other existing conservation
and management plans in
Louisiana by three important
factors: (1) a Coastal Zone
Management Work Group will
join the planning process by
providing an avenue for local
input; (2) in addition to the
current land loss issues, wetland
restoration projects will also

address other coastal uses such
as fisheries, navigation, flood
protection and mineral
resources; and (3) the program
strategy will orchestrate the
state’s existing Coastal
Management program, Strategic
Coastal Conservation and
Restoration Plan and the 1993
Breaux Act Restoration Plan, so
that they all work in unison
toward a common goal
consistent with the welfare of
the citizens of Louisiana.

For the purposes of Coas?
2050, the coastal zone of
Louisiana was divided into four
regions (see illustration) The
four regions represent
reasonably distinct areas in
terms of geology and hydrology,
and provide a convenient
framework to facilitate local
input concerning regional
planning strategies and
objectives. The objectives for
restoration efforts in each of

these regions will be solicited
from the public, special interest
groups, academia and other
























