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Water Resources Development Act of 1996 Helps Louisiana
Coastal Wetlands

Additionally,the Act Corps of Engineers(COE) study
Withthe passage of the providesfor the lowering of the potential enhancementsand

federalWater Resources state's CoastalWetlandsPlanning, effectiveness ofthe Bonnet Carte
Development Act (WRDA) of Protection,and RestorationAct freshwaterdiversionproject and
1996, Louisiana's coastal _ (CWPPRA)requiredcost-share report to CongressbyJanuary31,
wetlandsrestorationeffort _om 25 percentto 10 percent 1997. A few months ago
receiveda positive 'shot in the upon completionand approval of GovernorMike Foster announced
arm.' The Act provides $7.5 a Coastal WetlandsConservation that Louisiana would not commit
millionto help offset the cost of Plan. Thisreducedcost-sharewill to the project. Supportfor the
relocatingoyster lease holders be effective only for projects project, however, continues to be
located in the Davis Pond authorized duringcalendaryears strong in Mississippi. The
freshwaterdiversionproject 1996 and 1997. Thecost-share WRDA-Bonnet CarTeaction was
impact area. Some 8,000 acres of rate applied after 1997will apparentlytaken as a resultof
oysterleases are located in the depend on the resultsof requests made bythe state of
projectarea. DNR SecretaryJack CWPPRAreauthorizationwhich Mississippi and SenatorTrent
Caldweliestimatesthatnearly is set forCongressionalaction in Lott.
80,000 acres of deteriorating 1998.
marshlandswillbe restoredas a
resultof this project. The 1996WRDAalso

mandates that the U.S. Army
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