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~ In August 1997, Senator

John Breaux released draft
amendments to the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act (Clean
Water Act) specifically addressing
wetland regulatory issues. The
proposed changes (called the
“Wetlands Protection Act”) cover
wetlands delineation,
classifications, mitigation,
procedures and standards for
issuing permits, mapping
requirements, protection of private
property, and other issues.

Some of the key proposed
provisions are outlined as follows:

(1) Expands regulated activities to
include drainage, channelization,

and excavation of wetlands that
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Senator Breaux Proposes

would have the effect of degrading
navigable waters.

(2) Gives the President authority to
recommend to Congress which
single federal agency should have
responsibility for the
implementation of (and final
decision-making authority over) the
regulatory programs established
under section 404 of the Clean
Water Act.

(3) Creates “Wetlands Stewardship
Trusts” which would be nonprofit
organizations selected by the
Secretary of Interior, whose
primary purpose is acquisition of
private interests in wetlands,
former wetlands, and associated

Federal Wetland Act Amendments

property for the purpose of
restoring or preserving the
property. Provides for tax breaks
to landowners who contribute -
wetland property to such “Trusts.”

(4) Requires that a new wetlands
delineation manual be developed
that considers the National
Academy of Science wetland study.
Additionally, the regulations shall
provide that the delineation of land
as wetlands must show clear
evidence of the presence of wetland
hydrology, hydrophytic vegetation,
and hydric soils during the period
in which the delineation is made;

(5) Requires that the regulations
shall not use, as an indicator of
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