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Public Workshops Set for Coastal Wetlands 

Four public workshops 
will be conducted during 
October 1996 to help the 
Louisiana Department of 
Natural Resources @NR) 
develop a comprehensive 
Coastal Wetlands 
Conservation Plan (hereafter 
referred to as the “Plan”) for 
Louisiana. The four meetings 
wiIl be co-sponsored by DNR 
and the LSU Agricultural 
Center’s Louisiana 
Cooperative Extension Sesce  
(LCES). The meetings will be 
held in Lake Charles, Metairie, 
Lafayette, and Houma. 

Through this plan, 
Louisiana is attempting to 
achieve “no net loss” of 
coastal wetlands as a result of 

activities. Key benefits to the 
state resulting fiom an 
approved Plan include: 

(1) Increases 
availability of federal coastal 
restoration funding fiom the 
Coastal Wetlands Planning, 
Protection and Restoration 
Act (CWPPRA). The required 
state cost-share will be 
reduced fiorn 25% to 15% 
which will allow for better 

vote in 1998) by convincingly 
showing the state’s willingness 
to address wetIand loss caused 
by permitted developmental 
activities, 

(4) Assists in the 
implementation of Louisiana’s 
new coastal mitigation 
program, and 

( 5 )  Helps assure 
continued provision of 

leveraging of limited state 
restoration fbnds, 

important coastal wetland 
hnctions and values such as 
storm surge protection, ff ood 

(2) Honors protection, recreational and 
Congressional intent outlined commercial fisheries 
in the CWPPRA legislation, productivity, water 

purification, wildlife habitat, 

attractions, and the unique 
(3) Assists in nature- based tourism 

CWPPRA reauthorization 
developmental (permitted) (which is set for Congressional cultural diversity found in 

south Louisiana. 

M E  LOUtSlANA COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE PROVIDES EQUAL OPWRTU ITIES IN PROGRAMS AND EMPLOYMENT. LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSIW AND 
A. b M. COLLEGE. LOUISIANA PARISH GOVERNING BODES. SOUTHERN UNIVER%TY. AND UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE COOPERATlNG 

A State Partner In the Couperarive Extension System 



Public participation in the Plan development process will be critical in achieving federal 
agency plan approval. Additionally, individuals and businesses that conduct activities requiring 
state and/or federal wetland developmental permits (such as Coastal Use Permits and Section 404 
Permits) in the coastal zone should also attend. The Plan will ultimately outline how wetlands 
losses due to permitted activities will be mitigated and result in “no net loss” of wetland functions 
and values. 

Coastal Wetlands Conservation Plan Public Workshops will be conducted in the four 
locations listed below: 

- Date 

October 17 

Location 

Lake Charles 
Extension Service Office 
Hwy 335 at Burton Coliseum 
Ph. (3 18) 475-881 5 

October 2 1 Metairie 
Joseph S. Yenni Bldg. 
2nd Floor Council Chambers 
122 1 Elmwood Park Blvd. . , . _  

Ph. (504) 736-6442 

.October 22 

October 23 

Lafayette 
National Biological Sewice 
Wetlands Research Center 
Cajundome Drive at Congress 
Ph. (318) 266-8500 

Houma 
Extension Service Office 
5 1 1  Roussell St. 
Ph. (504) 873-6495 

- Time 

790 p.m. 

2:OO p.m. 

2:OO p.m. 

7:OO p.m. 

Landowners, oil and gas companies, marine construction companies, pipeline companies, 
and the public are encouraged to attend. 

Once a draft Plan is developed, a similar series of public meetings will be conducted in 
early 1997 to present the drafl Plan and obtain public comments. 

For more information about the October public workshops, contact the Louisiana 
Department of Natural Resources at (504) 342-7308 or the Louisiana Cooperative Extension 
i service office in your parish. 
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