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Coastal Restoration Educatlonal Meetlngs 
Set for Comrnerclal and Recreational 

Fishermen - February 1995 

During Febnrary 1995, the LSU Agrkuttural Center's 
Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service, LouWna Sea 
Grant College Program, the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Flsherb and the Louisiana Department of 
Natural Resources wUt c ~ s p ~ n s u r  10 coastal restoration 
educational W i n g s  for the general publk, specWly  
targeting commercial and recreational fishermen. these 
meetings are d u c t a l  to: 

1) Revlew and document publk perception 
d current and proposed coastal 
restwation approaches, 

outllne infomation vdds that may be 
contributing to documented concern 
and 

2) 

3) evaluate potential educational 
approaches and actions thl my be 
knpremented to address identffied 
concerns. 

There seems to be a lot d misunderstanding about 
cuastd ra0tora;tbn project goals and tlmelines. Many 

people do not make the direct connection W e e n  
apeciRc restoratbn proJects and the coastal rwurces 
being enhanced. At thew meetings the strong llnkage 
between coastal veaetated wetlands and fisheries 
production will be explained. Additionally, the concept of 
short-term sacrffices potentially associated wlth long-term 
(wstairmtde) fisheries production wit be reviewed. We 
hope these meetings will help clarify many d these 
-pts- 

All mwtings will be recorded, and summaries MI be 
induded In the overall meting report. Meetlng dates and 
locations Indude: 

mI&Q Location 
2/1 Cameron Cameron Parish Pdlce Jury 

Annex 

2/2 Baton Rouge tDWF BuUding 

2/7 Bayw Vista B,V, Community Center 

2/9 Delcambfe Shdmp FestW Building 

2/13 Houma Houm Municipal Auditorium 

2/16 W e  taflne CMc Center 



Place Lacation 25% CWPPRA match, the state Is now unable to fully 
utilize the available federal restoration funding. 

2/20 cutoff Cutatt Youth Center 

2/21 Pm Sulphur P.S. Civic Center 

2/22 SUdi Sfdell M k d u r n  

2/23 Wmette  S.B. Parish G& Bldg. 

All meetings wilt start at 7:Oo p.m. and last approxlmdy 
2 to 2.5 hours. Agenda toplcs will Indude: 

-Why restoration (hlstory of coastal land loss and 

- Where are we now regarding coastal restoration 
(actMtles to date and d o o k  for the next ffve 
Years) 

- Publk comments/questions 

- Meetlng summery (tww to becorn0 fmdved, 
where to get more infmtlon, key contacts) 

for m e  Informetion, contact my office in Baton Rouge. 

Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection 
snd Restoratlon Act (CWPPRA) 4th 

Priority Projeet Ust 

In 1989, when the State b s t a l  Restoration Trust Fund 
was Arst  established, annual state dl and gas sevemnce 
taxes cdiected exceeded $650 mIllion. The approved 
constitutional amendrrteni allows for the first $5 milion 
cdleded from OY and gas severance taxes to go directly 
lnto the state restwation fund, another $10 m l k n  ~ o e s  4 
into the Fund when werame tax cdlections reach a 
Ssoo mllllon thrsshold, and an a d d k W S l 0  rntllian gcw 
into ttre Fund when $650 million Is collected. There Is, 
therefore, I potential fw the Trust fund to accurnume $25 
mUiion per year. 

With the drastic drop In oil and gas pmductlon In 
Louwana, howwer, Btate 8Bveram taxes am nd 
mching the $600 mllllon threshold. This has essentially 
restricted state rsstoraticm funding to anly $5 million per 
ymr. W h  reduced funding available to meel the required 

Because d a hck of available state match, Only the first 
S& 4th prbrky restoration projects have been funded thls 
year. These proiects indude (in order of priorhy): 

I,) 

2) Bayou L‘Ours Rldge Hydrdoglc 

Eden Isles East Marsh Restoration 

Restorath 

5) Perry Rkige Bank Protectlon 

6) Barataria Bay Waterway Bank Protection 

The CWPPRA Task Force, however, will ghre local 
pdshes appradmatdy me p r  to come up wtth local 
mtchlng funds for unfunded prolects that were approved 
by the CWPPRA Technical Committee. These Indude 1) 
Marsh Island Msrsh Crestion and Hydrologic Restoration, 
2) kml O W !  hmgement, 3) Pass a Loutre Sadlment 
Mining, 4) Black Bayou Culverts, 5) Grand Bayou/ GlWW 
Freshwater Introduction, and 6) M e  Vanlllon Bay 
Sedlment Trapping. If a local match cannot be obtained 
wlthtn a year, the unfunded Pr(0rtty project list wUt be 
abdished and JI old and new project proposals will be 
considered equally for the 5th prkwltf I&t. 

Addlionally, the newassbnt secretary of the Department 
Or Natural Resources, Dr. lvor Van Heerdon, would llke the 
state to shift lrs emphasis from small-scale restoration 
projects to more hrge-scale, ‘Mg-plcture’ restoration 
Inhhtives that wlll lnvdvr bath hwhwter/sedhant 
diversions and barrier island restoration. 

Federal CWPPRA funding comes up for reauttrortation in 
1W. To assure continued Congressional support, It will 
be very Important tht Loulslana document and prsent 
CWPPRA project successes. Most members d 
Lauislana’s Congresslanal Delegation have pledged thdr 
sup* for CWPPRA reauthorization. 
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I WBI continue to update you abwt coastal restoration 
polky as tt unfoids. H you have any questions, piease do 

hasfbt8 to Cd. 

State Releases New Posttion 
On Maintenance of Federal 

Navlgation Channeb 

In late Oecember 1994, the Department d Natural 
Resources @NR) proposed a new policy that wodd 
essentially dlmlnate the use of state coastal restmttfon 
tnrst tund m y  to malraaIn the banks of federal 
nevjaatlon channels. DNR f d s  that the entire cost d 
channel bank stabillratlon should be shouldered by the 
federal government. 

Because d ttm continued decline in state oil and ges 
related severance taxes, restoration funding has dropped 
slgnfflcantly. DNR ls concerned that continued 
sponsorship af channel bank stabUbUon projects could 
essentially use up the entire restoration T m  Fund each 
year, officials of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
however, maintain that a 25% state or local contribution is 
required for all bank stabilization projects. 

Maintenance d channel banks Is extremely important to 

intermediate and freshwater marshes to MI strength 
seawater tf banks erode. 

Lou- wetlands because d the potential exposure of 

Updates concerning this new channel bank policy will be 
included In future newsletters. 

EPA and NOAA Reverse Coastal 
Nonpolnt Pollution Control 

Program PosltIons 

flmetnme 

apprwal woldd indude benchmarks for 
progress towards full program development and 
W V W .  

- States that receive full program approval wiil be 
awarded addtlonal funds from the 25% set-aside 
d approprfatd Section 6217 funds. 

- lmplementatlon adMues would became 
ellgWe for Secth 319 CWA funding under 
ellher full or dttlonai program funding. 

- The tlmeframe for Implementing management 
measures fw existing nmpdnt sources would 
be Mended from three years to ftve years, 
beginning at the time of either full or conditional 
program approval. New nonpoint SourCBs 
would continue to Implement management 
measures as they come on Ilne. 

G W  raahic_&ooe o f the Prwram 

-The OblQatrOn of States, NOW and EPA under 
Section 6217 is to establish cmstal nonpoint 
source programs which restore and protect 
coastal waters generally. For program 
approval, the law requires that NOAA and EPA 
determine If the state's Section 6217 boundary 
Is adequate to meet this g d .  Even though 
NOAA and €PA feed that states should utilize 
COBstal watersheds to establish the geographic 
scope d tMr  programs, they recognize the 
limitations of the data that were USBd in making 
boundary recommendations and expect thet 
States will have mo re spec Mc information to 
better delineate the 6217 management area. 
NOAA aml €PA wlll accept a less exlensbe 
state 6217 management area urdess It can be 
determined that the proposed area exdudes: (a) 
existing land or water uses that reasonably can 
be expectd to have significant impad on 
d waters d the State, OT @) reasonably 
foreseeable threats to coastal waters from 
nearby acthrftles la&vard of the State's 
mgementarea. 

- where infonmtkm on impacts or threats to 
coB8tal waters Ls incomplete or Incondushre, 
EPA and N O M  will retain the @on d 
conditionally apprwing State proposals untii 
remaining questions can be worked out 
COOperatiVdy. 
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€PA and NOAA believe the coastal rumpoint programs are 
already targmad to coastal waters. States would be 
afforded flexibility fur targeting nonpolnt swrce pdlutbn 
m d  programs in three ways: 

- States may exdude eategorles, subcategwles, 
and MMdual nonpoint sources from their 
programs where the sources do not, lndivldually 
or cwnulatlvely, present slgnHicant adverse 
eFfecb. This exdudon is in addition to the 
obvkw case vwhere no 8ourcB8 exist. 

- NOAA and EPA wtll defer to State ddi-tions of 
the geographic scope (boundaries) dtheir State 
caasrd nonpdnt programs. 

- States Wnl h v e  greater fle>dMky for phasina In 
necessary nonpoint swrw contrds within the 
mended timeframes for program Implementa- 
tion described above. State schedules should 
ensure that nonpolnt sources having the most 
dgnfflcant impact on coastal waters are 
addressed first, 

Enforceable Policies and Mechanisms 

- EPA and NOAA recognize that VOlUntaw 
aomches, indudlng economic incenthres, 
disinc8nthres or other. Innovative approaches, 
may be used by States to implement 
management measures, 80 long as they are 
backed by appropriate authoritla as described 
below. 

- EPA and NOAA have expanded thdr view of 
what constitutes acceptable 'back-up' 
enfmment authorfties to indude "bad-actuf 
laws, enforceable water quality standards, 
general mvjronmental Laws and prohibitions, 
and o t h e r m q  authorltles the States mfgM 
point out that will accomplish the Implementa- 
tion mnagement measures without requiring 
new, more spedfic authorities. In these cases, 
EPA and NOAA will Eonditlonally approve State 
programs for up to h e  years, lnduding an 
evaluatkn d progress after three years, This 
condbnd apprwal wlll give dl partles the 
opportunity to make sure that this approach is 
successfully achlevlng Wespread lmplmnta- 
th to ensure protection d coastal waters. 

The Louisiana Department of Naturai Resources (DNR) 
has schedut~I an hf& Coastal Nonpoint Pollution 
Control Program (CNPCP) threshdd review wtth both 
federal oversight agencies (€PA and NOAA) on February 
21-23, 1995. All aspects of the state program wUI be 
discussed according to the guidelines outlined above. 
Final plan submtttd is scheduled for July 1, 1995. For 
more lnformatlon about Lwlshm's CNPCP or the 
scheduled Threshdd Review, call my Mice in Baton 
Rwge. 

Tentathdy Accepted Wetfand Reserve 
Program (WRP) Acres Covering 1994 

loulslana Slgn-up 

The Consdidated Farm servlces Agency (formally the 
Agricultural StabUIzation and Consemtion Service or 
ASCS) recently released the fdlowing tentatively accepted 
parish WRf acres cowing the 1994 LouishM slgn-up. 

Parlsh 

Avoy elles 
Caldwdl 
concordla 
Franklin 
Madison 
Natchtoches 
T m  
Total 

Acres 

1,694.5 
525.2 

1,044.9 
3,299.1 
4,404.9 

802.6 
155.5 

11 -906.7 

tt should again be emphasized that this acreage 
breakdorm is preliminary and subject to change. 

Defining WeUands 

Wetlands commonly m r  In transtlon zones between 
welldrained uplands and tnre aquatic habitats. 
Widng a dear w&nd boundary, h e v e r ,  can be 
very dtflkutt. Developing a widely accepted wetland 
definttlon Is also complicated by the dtuerdty of wetland 
types, functions, ecosystems, and regions. 

UntB the late 198Os, three federal agencles, the U. S. Fish 
and wudiife service (USWS), the Environmental 
Protectkm Agency (EPA), and the U. S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (COE), used their own defintlons of wetlands to 
identify the Lend over whlch they had jurisdiction. After 
wetlad protection ndes were added to the 1985 Fwd 
Security Act (1985 Farm Bill), the Soll Consetvatbn 

-4- 



S e w b  (nowthe Natural Resources Consmath service 
(NRCS)) also became lnvdved In wetland delineation on 
agrlcuttural lands. 

Atttrough the COE has the greatest lnvotvemerrt In 
regulating wetlands, the lack of a single wetland deflnltlon 
f w a l l a ~ l e d t o c o n h l m .  Landawnerswereoften 
given mixed signals on agemy Jurisdidion and wetland 
determinations. 

To help alleviate mlsunderstandlng, a Memwandurn of 
Understanding (MOA) was slgned by the four federal 
agmcles in lW authorlzlng the use of the 1987 wetlands 
dallneatlon manual untU the Natkmal Academy 05 Sciences 
CMnpleteS a wetlands def inbn review. Addltlomlly, the 
MOA ~bes the NRCS authodty to make wetland 
determinations on all agricultural lands and certain 
adjacent lands owned by agricultural producers. NRCS 
will be training district oonservaUonists in each parlsh thls 
spring In an effort to begin gearing up for thelr expanded 
wedand determlnatlon/delin&n rote nathmvlde. 

In the 1987 Wetlands Manual, wetlands must posses 
hydrophytk vegetation, hydric sols, and wetland 
hydrology. A brief description of these terms is Mow: 

HvdroDhvtic Veaetation - Vegetation that Is 
dominated by plants that require or prefer wet 
soils. 

Hvdric Soils - sdls that are wet and anaerobic 
(lacking In oxygen) during the growing season. 

Wedand Hvdrdogy - The hydrdogy deda are 
based on the depth from the surface to the water 
table and the length d time the water table 
remains at that level, 

A tm-wwk wetland delineation training course will be 
dfered May 16,1s95, by the LSU Wetland Institute in 
Batm Rouge. Thls cmum, MI prepare partkipants for 
CUE WeUand Delineator Cwtthth. For m e  
lnformauOn abwt this course dl Or. Steve Faulkner at 
the Lsu wetland lnstltute at (sw) 3884792. 

CertlfIed Wetland Delineators' Ust 

a certW wetland ddineator to make wetland 
detenninations/ddinea?ions statewide. To help respond 
to these requests, I wM$d like to compile a list of all 
certilid wetland delineators working in Louisiana. If you 
are certified and would like to be Included in a delineators 
directory, please call my secretary at (504) 3&2266 and 
provide your name, address, phone, and fax number. 

'Operation Quaekbaclr" 
Expands Statewide 

As I reprted In the last newsletter, Vermilon Parish rice 
growers and supporting o r g a n b t h  were honored In 
Septemk 1994 for initiating a speclal rke field waterfowl 
habltat program known as 'Operation Quackback." 
Because d the outstanding succ~8s a f  thls program In 
VmN[on, the program has nu# been expanded to cover 
the entlre state. The statewide program will be a 
cooperatbe #ott d the LSU Agdcdtural Center's 
Louisiana Cooperative Extension Servioe, the Louisiana 
Farm Bureau Federation, and the LWWm Rice Growers 
Association. Even thwgh specMfic details of the expanded 
program remain to be worked out, sign-up hss already 
started In EsddltM -rowing parkbs. 

Operation Quadhack started last year when eight 
Vermilion farmers vdunteered rn 1,500 awes to be 
flooded during the wlnter to provide ham for migratory 
waterfowl. Farmers are also asked to vduntarily hunt 
mornings only. Addtional haMtat h e f l t s  are also 
provided for mammals, shorebirds, and migratory song 
birds found along the mst. By the end of 1994 the 
acreage mrdled had expanded to more than 5,500 acres, 

Rice farmers receive no flnanclal aaslstance for 
particlpatlng In this program, &I! waterfowl use can result 
in reduced red rice and other weed 88Bd In the flooded 
fields Fewer weeds can also result In reduced chernlcal 
wmd contrd In ttre Mum. Partlclpatlng farmers m d v e  
a tree Opaticm Quackback dgn that can be placed on 
their property showing that they am pa17 d a Wlklllfe 
~~ program. 

Over the past two years, I have recelved numerous calls 
hrwn landowners and developers seeking the senke~ d 
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For more Irpfonnatlonabout Operation Quackback, contact 
your parlsh county agent or call Dr. Jlm Fowler, Extendon 
wudllfe Special& at (504) 388-41 41. 

ActMties and Dates To Remember 

3rdGUHdMexioo Gdfof 3/29 corpuSCristi,TX 
Symposium Mewico 4/1 

Program 

Barrier Island Coalhion 4/20- UNO 
workshop to 412 1 

Restore 
coastal 
tou&§i8na 

ta. Remote NBS,DEQ 4/1& kfayette 
Senslng GIs Lsu, us1 4/20 
workshop NMFS il 

ophers 

For more information ahut any of the topics discussed in 
this newsletter or to oMaln wetland or coastal resource- 
related educational Infonnath, contact y w r  parlsh 
Laulslana caoperative Exmdon servloe office. 


