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USDA's Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) recerrtly announced a new nationwide 
Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) sign-up period 
set for May W u n e  30,1995. With the estimated 
$50 million available, farmers and ranchers are 
expected to potentially enroll over 1 O0,oOO acres 
nationwide. The first two sign-ups (held in 1992 
and 1994) were Ilrnited to nine and 20 states. 
WSpeCthrely. 

Durlng the first two sign-ups, the Agricultural 
Stabllitation and Consemtion Service (ASCS) 
(now the Consolidated Farm Services Agency) 
administered the program with the assistance of 
the Soil Conservation Service (SCS) (now NRCS). 
With the restructuring of USDA, WRP 
responsibilities have now been transferred to 
NRCS. 

Through WRP enrdlment, landowners sell either 
perpetual or 30-year easements to the federal 
government In exchange for restoring and 
protecting wetIands on their property. Priority is 
usually given to landowners offering perpetual 
easements. Most land that qualifies for the 
p r o p m  ELR be classifled irs mnverted or farmed 
wetlands that have proved to be only marginally 
productive at best. Land eliglbilky has also been 
expanded to include altered or disturbed non- 
agricultural wetlands that have been drained such 
as marsh or cypress swamp purnpok 

I A .  

Once enrdled In the WRP, the landowner is 
socpected to return tha land to a wetlands 
condition. Restoration usually involves the re- 
esiabiisiirjmz of nathie vsgataticn [tree pknt!ng) 
and hydrdbgic (water flow) restoration. Upon 
filing of the easement In the parlsh courthouse 
and Implementation of the restorathn plan, the 
Landowner receives a lumpsum payment from 
USDA equat to the land's agrlcuttural velue. This 
value Is uslraIly determined by an offlclal 
agricultural land appraisal. 
Interested lardowners must provide a copy of the 
legal title of the land and have owned the prop 
erty offered at least 12 months prior to June 30, 
1995. Addtionally, there Is a 1,oOO-acre 
maximum llmh for enrdlment and an $800 
payment per a m  maximum. 

NOTE: There are several changes In the WRP 
provisions that will be In dect during the 1995 
sign-up. Landowners maintain title of WRP lands 
and contrd public access, however, only recrea- 
tional uses will be specifically allowed in the 
easement document h g  term economic uses 
(la, timber harvest and oil and gas exploration) 
will be allowed on a ase by case bsls upon 
written approval of NRCS. Additionally, land- 
owners wiil only be required to contrd noxious 
plants and pest, maintain fencing (where required 
to keep out cattle), and pay required property 
taxes - all other restoration related maintenance 
adMties MI be the responsibility of NRCS. 

ation costs associated with the enrolled site; in 
the past two sign-ups, NRCS pald only 75% of 

Lastly, NRCS will pay 100% of the wetland restor- 




















