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Second Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP)
Sign-up Announcement

The second USDA Wetland Reserve Program
(WRP) sign-up has been set for February 28 through
March 11, 1994. The WRP program will again be
administered by USDA’s Agricultural Stabilization and
Canservation Service (ASCS).

Louisiana landowners are again eligible for the
program this year along with 19 other.states inciuding
Arkansas, California, lllinois, Indiana, lowa, Kansas,
Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Nebraska, New York,
North Carolina, Qregon, South Dakota, Tennessee,
Texas, Virginia, Washington, and Wisconsin.

The national program goal for FY 1994 is
enroliment of 75,000 acres with allocated funds totalling
$66.575 million. Lands enrolled in WRP will be
converted to wetland habitat aimed at providing wetland
associated functions and values, such as wildlife habitat,
water purificaticn, and flood storage.

The WRP was last funded in FY 1992 when
more than 450,000 acres were offered for enroliment
consideration on 2,337 farms located in the nine
participating states (including Louisiana). Because of a
'50,000-acre limitation that year, only 49,888 acres on
265 farms were tentatively accepted. In Louisiana,
intentions were signed for more than 119,000 acres, but
only 14,075 acres were ultimately enrolied because of
limited funding and acreage goals.

A State Pariner in the Cooperative Extension System

it J

et W 3 " Aol pestere - SAWI B - I
THE LOUISIANA COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE PROVIDES EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES TFJP

JANUARY 1994

It is expected that many of these same tracts will be
offered again this year.

Under the program, permanent easements are
purchased from participating. landowners offering
farmed wetlands, prior converted wetlands, and riparian
areas that link wetlands. Participants agree to accept -

-no more than fair market value for their land in return for

a lump sum payment and cost-share assistance for
implementing wetland restoration practices. Specified
compatible uses are permitted on the restored acreage
by the landowner and any successive owner of the land.
USDA’s Soil Conservation Service and the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service help ASCS determine the eligibility and
enviranmental quality of the land offered.

Land offered will be rated using: 1) habitat for
migratory birds and other wildlife, 2) wetland functions,
3) wetltand operations and maintenance, 4) location
significance, and 5) physical conditions of the site.
States will use these five factors, in addition to the
estimated per-acre cost of the easement, to rank
acceptable WRP intentions.

Additionally, a WRP land valuation computer
program is available to help landowners determine the
fair market value for their land using income
capitalization appraisal techniques. To obtain a
publication and computer software for this program,
contact your parish Cooperative Extension Service
Office. Interested landowners should contact their local
ASCS cffice for further information.
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