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The LSU Center for Coastal, Energy, and Environmental 
Resources (CCEER) recently released a report titled "A 
Long-term, Comprehensive Management Plan for 
Coastal Louisiana to Ensure Sustainable Biological 
Productivil-y, Economic Growth, and the Continued 
Existence of Its Unique Culture and Heritage." Dr. lvor 
V m  Heerdon, coordinator of the Natural Systems 
Management and Engineering Program in CCEER, is 
chief author of the report. The report sets out a plan for 
managing and sustaining Louisiana's coastal resources 
for future generations. 

The CCEER plan represents the thinking of many in the 
LSU research community. The plan calls for four major 
strategies: 

1) Diversion of sedirnent-rich Mississippi River 
water into Breton and Chandeleur Sounds 
(create new wetlands); 

2) providing for the diversion of approximately 
10%-12% of the Mississippi River flow down 

Bayou Lafourche and into adjacent 
deteriorating wetlands; 

3) increasing the discharge of the Mississippi 
River down the Atchafalaya River from 30% to 
40% and increasing the extra flow into the 
coastal marshes as much as possible; and 

4) restoring Louisiana's barrier islands; - 

The plan is estimated to cost at least $3 billion-4 billion 
in the next 20 years including the cost of compensating 
some of the adversely affected wetland resource users 
such as oyster fishermen. The plan centers around the 
protection and restoration of a sustainable coastai 
wetland resource base. 

. 

Protecting and sustaining coastal wetlands not only 
restoredbiological productivity, but creates 
opportunities to expand the region's natural resource- 
linked job base in industries such as commercial fishing, 
seafood processing, eco-tourism. recreational 
hunting/fishing enterprises. fur trapping, and alligator 
hunting. 

It should be noted this is simply a discussion proposal 
at this time. The actions recommended in the plan 
(except for general barrier island restoration projects) 
have not been officially adopted by stare and federal 
agencies to date. I expect, however, you will see these 
ideas come up at future wetland restoration planning 
meetings. CCEER is encouraging feedback from the 
general public. 

Multiple copies of the report are available for distribution 
to local government officials. resource user groups, and 
the general public. To obtain a free copy, call my M i c e  
in Baton Rouge. 
















