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580,000 + Acres Offered For Enrollment in
WRP

Appraximately 5,700 farmers and ranchers in 20
states offered 580,725 acres for enroliment in USDA's
Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) In the February sign-
up. This reprasents motre than seven times the fiscal
year 1934 goal of 75,000 acres and clearly indicates that
there is continued strong environmental commitrnent

and responsibllity among U.S. farmers.

Landowners In Arkansas, California, illinols,
Indiana, lowa, Kansas, Loulslana, Minnesota,
Mississippi, Missouri, Nebraska, New York, North
Carolina, Oregon, South Dakota, Tennesseae, Texas,
Virginia, Washington and Wisconsin were eliglble for the
1994 sign-up. In Loulsiana 320 producers offered more
that 80,000 acres. Preliminary WRP parigh data by
number of intontions and intention acres are
summarized in the table.

Under this program USDA pays landowners
easement costs for envolled acreage (fair market value)
plus up to 75 percent of the costs assoclated with the
restoration of the site to approved wetland conditions.
Envolled acreage must be restored and kept in @
permanent wetland condition In perpetulty under the
supervision of ASCS.

USDA hopes to restore up to 1 milllon acres
now in cultivation by the year 2000 in order to conserve
soll and improve watar and widlife habitat.
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.Over the next several wesks, the U.S. Soil
Conservation Service (SCS) and the U.S. Fish and '
Widlife Service (FWS) will complete preliminary wetiand
restoration plans for the acreage offered. These plans
will serve as the basls for landowners to determine
whather to accept ASCS offered payments for
enroliment in the program. ASCS offers are expected to
be made by May 31.
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