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In October 1994, U.S. Senator Bennezt Johnstun 
introduced a MI to overhaul Sectkm 4W of the Clean 
Water Act. The late lntductlon of this bill establishas 
this b u e  as 8 hlgh ieglslathre prbhy for nexl Congress. 
Senator Johnston urges dl interested parties to review 
the bill over the next few months and recommend 
Improvements. 

Instead of centering on the issue of cwnpensatkm for 
lo$! p M e  property rights, Senator Johnston indudes 
provisions In the I%gtslat!on that wlli help ensure that 
Section 404 wetland permhlng does not result In a 
'taking' In the first place. The MI also contallls the 
following provisions: 

I) a mnklng of wetlands by their 
ecdogical functions and values, with 
more protection provided for high-due 
wetlands and no federal regulation 

. requlred for law-value w&nds; 

2) allow sates to reglaate low value 
-S; 

EPA previously has given a state 
government the right to admintster the 
Seaton 404 wdand pemlming 
prosram; 

4) removes EPA's veto authortty Over 
wetland development parnits Issues by 
lhe U.S. Army Corps of Englneers; 

5) 

6) 

%staMshes tlme limb for bulng or 
denying federal wetland permb; 

encourages the use of 'Mitigation 
Banks' to offset man-made wetland 
losses; and 

7) es&tb!ishes an admlnlstrathre prows8 
for appealing action on a Section 4W 
wetiand pemt. 

I shourd have coples of the executive summary of this 
bfll avelkble M y .  H you are Interested In W l n l n g  a 
m y ,  please Cali my office in Baton Rauge. 

3) cBm0VBs the Ernrlronmental Protedbn 
Agency's (EPA) veto Wer over 
wedands development perm& If 














