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Louisiana Wetlands News

Wetlands Bill Introduced
By Senator Johnston

in October 1994, U.S. Senator Bennett Johnston
introducad a blll to overhaul Saction 404 of the Clean
Water Act. The late Introduction of this bill establishes

this issue as a high legisiative priority for next Congress.

Senator Johnston urges all interssted partias 1o review
the bill over the naxt few months and recommend
Improvements.

instead of centering on the issue of compensation for
lost private property rights, Senator Johnston includes
provisions In the legislation that wiii help ensure that
Section 404 wetland permitting does not result In a
“taking® in the first place. The bill also contains the
following provisions:

1) a ranking of wetfands by their
ecological functions and values, with
more protection provided for high-value
watlands and no federal regulation
required for low-value wetiands;

2) aflow states to regulate low value
wetlands;

3) removes the Environmental Protaction
Agency’s (EPA) veto power over
wetlands development permits, i

L i e 'y M

IR
THE LOUISIANA COOR

OCTOBER 1994

EPA previougly has given a state
govemment the right to administer the
Section 404 wetland permitting
program,

4) removes EPA’s veto authority over
wetland development permits issues by
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers;

5) establishes time limits for issuing or
denying federal wetland permits;

6) encourages the use of "Mitigation
Banks" to offset man-made watland
losses; and

7 establishes an adminlstrative process
for appealing action on a Section 404
watland parmit.

| should have coples of the executive summary of this
blll avallable shortly. i you are Interested in obtaining a
copy, piease cali my office in Baton Rouge.
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