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Notiic;rtion of Furlough and Reduced 
Services to Clientele 

During the next few months, you are likely to 
experience reduced sewices from the Louisiana 
Cooperative Extension Service, LSU Agricultural Center, 
as a resuit of budget reductions imposed on higher 
education by fiecutive Order EWE 92-71. In addition to 
the reduction in force that eliminated more than 40 
positions, all Extension employees will be furloughed 
(leave without pay) for five days from January I-May 31, 
1993. These furloughs will force the closing of aI1 
Extension offices on the following days in 1993: 
January 25, February 15, March 29, April 26 and May 
24. 

USDA Accepts Nearly 50,oOO Acres Into 
Pilot Wetlands Reserve Program 

On January 14, USDA announced the tentative 
acceptance of aimost 50,000 acres into the $46 million 
Pilot Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) in nine pilot 
states. Participating states include California, Iowa, 
Louisiana, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, New York, 
North Carolina, and Wisconsin. Enrolled WRP land will 
require landowners to sell permanent easements to . 
USDA's Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation 
Service {ASCS). Under this program, cropland enrolled 
will be restored and maintained as a productive 
permanent wetland habitat. USDA will pay landowners 
for the acrcage covered by the easement and up to 
75% of needed wetland restoration costs. Enrolled 
acreage will be maintained as permanent wetlands, 
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however, ownership of the land will remain with the 
landowner. 

USDA received 2,730 intentions to participate 
from eligible landowners representing 466,000 acres in 
June 1992, but was limited by law from accepting over 
50,000 acres for a total cost of $46.4 million, 

Accepted WAP bid offers will be conditional on 
eligible landowners providing an easement deed on the 
land which is free of liens and, in some cases, an official 
contract value appraisal will be required. ASGS will be 
notifying landowners with tracts that have been 
tentatively accepted into the WRP in the corning weeks. 

The table below lists the tentatively-accepted WRP 
acres, by state: 

- State Acres Acoepted 
California 6,026.4 
Iowa 5,095.6 

Minnesota 705.8 
Midsippi 14,885.0 
Missouri 2,668.5 
New York 71.9 
North Carotina 4,712.5 
Wismnsin 1,617.3 

Total 49,887.7 

Louisiana 14,074.7 

Total Cost 

5,951,304 
9,882,279 

764.220 
10,763,893 
2,752,547 
212,457 

3,675,276 

$46,057,305 
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Over 28% of the total acres and over 21% of the 
total dollar appropriation for the WRP Pilot Program is 
tentatively earmarked b r  Louisiana landowners. 
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