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NOPIPOINT sauRcE POLLUTION 
CONTROL GUIDANCE 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) recently released joint guidance 
measures pertaining to the reduction of coastal 
nonpoint source pollution. The Coastal Zone Act 
Reauthorization Amendments of 1990 require that states 
with federally approved coastal zone management 
programs develop a coastal nonpoint control program 
specific for each state. Coastal nonpoint sources that 
must be addressed include agriculture, forestry, urban 
and suburban runoff, construction and development, 
septic systems, roads and marinas, and 
hydromodification projects. Nonpaint pollution control 
measures range from broadly stated goals for water 
quality improvement to specific recommendations to 
reduce pollutant loadings, i.e, erosion control, wetlands 
protection, riparian area protection, vegetated treatment 
systems and comprehensive watershed planning. 
States will select the practices appropriate for their local 
circumstances to achieve each management measure 
and will also be responsible for assuring that the 
measure and practices are implemented. 

For states to continue receiving federal grant 
funds under certain NOAA and EPA authorities, their 
coastal nonpoint pollution control program must be 
submitted to EPA and NOAA for approval by July 1995, 
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Management measures must then be fully implemented 
by January 1999. If a state fails to submit an 
approvable program, EPA and NOAA are required to 
reduce the state's Coastai Zone Management Act and 
Clean Water Act Section 319 funding by t O  percent in 
1996, 15 percent in 1997, 20 percent in t998 and 30 
percent in 1999 and each year after. 

In the CZM Reauthorization Amendments, 
Congress defined "management measures'' to mean 
'economically achievable measures ... which reflect the 
greatkst degree of pollutant reduction achievable 
through the application of the best available nonpoint 
pollution control practices, technoiogies, processing, 
siting criteria, operating methods, and other 
alternatives." EPA has determined that all of the 
management measures in the guidance are 
economically achievable and cost-effective. The 
aggregate annual costs of complying with the 
management measures are conservatively estimated by 
EPA to be between $390 million and 590 million 
nationally. EPA did not attempt to quantify the 
environmental benefits of nonpoint source controls. 

Factsheas summarizing the coastal nonpoint 
pollution management measures guidance are available 
for the following nonpoint sources: 1) marinas and 
recreational boating, 2) urban runoff, 3) forestry, 4) 












